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Jeff Dunlevy ordained 
Rev. Jeffrey Dunlevy was ordained to the Chris-
tian min is t ry on Sunday , Oc tober 19, at the 
Hanover Brethren in Christ Church in Hanover, 
Pa. Rev. Terry Burton, pastor of the Green Spring 
Church in the Allegheny Conference preached the 
message and Bishop John B. Hawbaker conducted 
the ordination ritual. 
Karen Dunlevy, Rev. Dunlevy's wife, read the 
Scripture and his mother, Kathleen, presented the 
poem, "The Weaver." Rev. Dunlevy and Rick Free, 
a member of the church, presented the special 
music. Karen and Dennis Kapp, leaders of a Bible 
study that Jeff and Karen attended as teenagers, 
gave reflections on Jeff s journey. Cal Thompson, 
J e f f s father-in-law, also gave personal reflections. 
Rev. Dunlevy has been pastor of the Hanover Church 
since January 1995. Prior to that, he served as part-time 
Director of Christian Education at the Green Spring Church. 
Rev. Dunlevy and his wife are the parents of two sons, 
Ryan and Sean. 
Jeff Dunlevy shared the following remarks 
during his ordination service. 
My journey as a Christian has been a story with many turn-
ing points and surprises. I can look back and see God's hand 
providing exactly what I needed at just the right moment. At 
the age of 17,1 was a rebellious, troubled young man looking 
for answers to life in all the wrong places. A dedicated prayer 
group from my parent's church prayed that "God would reach 
down and help a teenager who had lost his way." That prayer 
was answered July 20, 1974, when I personally invited Jesus 
Christ into my heart and completely surrendered my life to 
God. God's love set me free! 
A friend invited me to a Monday night Bible study for high 
school students hosted by Karen and Denny Kapp. It was here 
that I developed a love for the Bible and met my future wife, 
Karen Thompson. Those were exciting days; we shared our 
faith in Christ with friends at school and genuine Christian 
love for one another. After graduation, I served for nine 
months as a drug rehabilitation counselor. Upon returning 
home, I joined Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church 
where Karen and I were married in 1979. God has blessed us 
with two boys—Ryan and Sean. 
I was working at Book-of-the-Month Club, serving as a 
sergeant in the Pennsylvania National Guard, and teaching 
Sunday school, yet I felt incomplete and restless. Something 
was missing. I thought I needed adventure. When my guard 
unit was reorganized into an airborne reconnaissance detach-
ment, I began training for the challenge of my life—being a 
paratrooper. It never occurred to me that God might have 
something different in mind for my life until I was carried off 
the drop zone in Alabama with multiple fractures in my left 
leg. I remember being quite angry with God and confused 
about my future. Eighteen months later I rededicated my life 
to God at a leadership conference and sensed a call to be a 
pastor. 
At this time, we were attending Green Spring Brethren in 
Christ Church where Rev. Terry Burton mentored me in pas-
toral ministry while I pursued my biblical studies. I will 
always be grateful to Terry for his godly example and friend-
ship. In December, 1994, Karen and I were invited to serve as 
pastor and wife of the Hanover congregation. God has blessed 
us here with a wonderful church family who have opened 
their hearts to us. We have grown together, sharing laughter 
and tears. Tonight we come together to celebrate this special 
moment. 
I am grateful for everyone who shares a part in this ordina-
tion service. The people you will see in this program are spe-
cial to me. Thank you for coming to my ordination service 
tonight. I want to especially thank my wife, Karen, for all her 
encouragement and love. God has used many people and 
events to get my attention. Please pray for my family and that 
we will always follow Jesus. 









are in ivited. 
"Special People" profiles a wide variety of Brethren in Christ members of all ages and from 
all walks of life. You are invited to submit a short article about some "Special Person" you 
would like to introduce to Visitor readers. Articles should be typewritten, preferably 300-
400 words, and must have the approval of the person being profiled. If your article is 
accepted for publication, we will contact you to secure a photo for publication (which will 
be returned). Mail your article to Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
2 Evangelical Visitor December 1997 
evangelical 
VISITOR 
The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church 
December 1997 Vol. 110, No. 12 
Brethren in Christ Church 
General Church Offices 
431 Grantham Road; P.O. Box 290 
Grantham, PA 17027-0290 
Telephone: (717) 697-2634 
FAX Number: (717) 697-7714 
General Church Officers 
Moderator: Harvey R. Sider 
General Secretary: Warren L. Hoffman 
General Treasurer: Allen Carr 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
(ISSN 0745-0486) is published 
monthly by Evangel Press 
2000 Evangel Way (P.O. Box 166) 
Nappanee, IN 46550-0166 
Telephone (219) 773-3164 
FAX number: (219) 773-5934 
E-mail: eph@tln.net 
Member of the Evangelical Press 
Association and Meetinghouse, a 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
editors group. Biblical quotations, 
unless otherwise indicated, are from 
the New International Version. 
Editor: Glen A. Pierce 
Cover Design: Glen A. Pierce 
Circulation: Nancy Lentz 
Mailing Information: All correspon-
dence, manuscripts and subscriptions 
should be addressed to the Editor, 
Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes 
of address should include both the old 
and new address and the identification 
numbers on the first line of the label. 
Single Copy Price: $1.00 (U.S. funds) 
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year-$12.00; 
2 years-$21.50; 3 years-$30.00; 
5 years-$48.00. New and Gift: $10.25 
Lifetime: $180.00. 
Canadian Subscriptions (in 
Canadian funds): 1 year-$14.50; 
2 years-$26.50; 3 years-$38.50; 
5 years-$60.00. New and Gift: $12.25. 
Lifetime: $225.00. (Use U.S. prices if 
remitting in U.S. funds.) 
Overseas airmail rates available upon 
request. 
Periodical postage paid at Nappanee, 
IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A. 
Copyright © 1997. All rights reserved. 
FEATURES 
4 Don't give away Christmas Bill O'Connor 
6 The annual Christmas trip to visit 
my grandparents in Fresno 
seemed especially long Paul Lehman-Schletewitz 
7 And a little child will lead them Beth Bebermeyer 
9 "What does a holy person do in western society?": 
A report on The Church and Culture 
Study Conference Beth Hostetler Mark 
12 A pleasant vista on a long road A. Graybill Brubaker 
13 Incident on Avenue 127 Nancy Peterman 
14 An interview with I. N. Mpofu Daryl Climenhaga 
2 5 Life after RFRA: Supreme Court overturns 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act Karl Shelly 
DEPARTMENTS 
2 Special People 27 Opening the Word of Life 
16 God at work in our world 28 Discipleship for the 
18 Church News 21st Century 
18 Schedule of Events 29 Onesimus 
19 E.V. Timelines 30 Focusing our Mission 
20 Money Matters 31 Editorial 
26 Messiah College News 31 Pontius' Puddle 
NEWS 
23 Locus Grove "closes and restarts" 
24 Wesleyan Holiness Women Clergy International 
conference set for San Antonio, April '98 
24 Arthur Climenhaga receives first annual Menno Simons Award 
December 1997 Evangelical Visitor 3 
by Bill O'Connor 
readily than to stop celebrating the birthday 
of my Lord. 
Of course I understand the argument that 
Christmas day isn't really when Jesus was 
born. No one really knows the date of 
Christ's birth; even the year is in question. 
But why should such a simple technicality 
stop us from celebrating? 
Through the years I 've known several 
persons who were born on leap-year day— 
February 29. Technically those persons 
only have a birthday once every four years, 
but that technicality doesn't stop them from 
getting one year older every 365 days. Nor 
does it stop them from celebrating the day 
of their birth. Some people with a birthday 
on February 29 celebrate each year on 
February 28; others have chosen another 
date entirely on which to celebrate. The 
point is this: they do celebrate. 
It isn't at all unusual for people to choose 
dates and set them aside for times of cele-
bration; the ability to verify those dates has 
nothing to do with the parties they hold. 
Orphans traditionally have been assigned a 
birthday when the date of their birth was 
un-known. Persons born on Christmas day 
often have been given other dates on which 
to celebrate their birth so that the two cele-
brations were not compressed into one. 
Bill O'Conner is an evan-
gelist in the Church of the 
Nazarene and lives in New-
berg, Oregon. 
Iheard it again the other day, and as usual it made me angry. Someone sug-gested, for at least the thousandth time, that we ought to give Christmas back to the pagans. After all, the argument 
went, the day on which the Lord's birth is 
celebrated was originally a pagan holiday. 
Why not return the day to the pagans with our 
compliments? My answer: You might as well 
ask me to give away the celebration of my 
own birthday. I could do that much more 
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The early Christians wanted to celebrate 
the birth of their Lord, but the date of his 
birth was unknown. When Jesus was born, 
there was no one present to record the date 
except Mary and Joseph and a few shep-
herds. Though the night was miraculous in 
the extreme, I doubt any of them thought the 
date would be an issue in the distant future. 
By the time the believers in Rome decided to 
create a birthday celebration for Jesus, no 
one remained to tell them what date would 
be appropriate. They did the logical thing: 
they gave Jesus a birthday. 
But, says the argument for giving Christ-
mas back to the pagans, they gave Jesus a 
pagan feast day for his birthday. My answer: 
So what! There's a lot of common sense be-
hind the day chosen for celebrating Christ's 
birth. 
Christmas day was chosen for the simple 
reason that it was a pagan feast day. Remem-
ber that this was the time when being a 
Christian wasn't the popular thing to do. 
Christianity had generated a lot of hostility in 
the Roman empire, and persecution was a 
common experience for believers. Holding a 
birthday party was hard to do if you had to 
worry about someone breaking down the 
door to arrest you in the middle of the party. 
Why not hold the party on a day when the 
Romans were too busy celebrating their own 
feast to worry about persecuting the Chris-
tians? It makes sense to me. 
Should we change the date now that per-
secution is no longer the order of the day? 
What would that accomplish? Would the 
average person be any less pagan in thought 
and action if Christmas were celebrated on 
September 27 or May 23? Would another 
date—one free from the taint of an ancient 
pagan holiday—make the celebration any 
more sweet? 
Well, then, what about the argument that 
the celebration has become contaminated 
with more recent pagan practices and tradi-
tions? Hasn't Christmas been corrupted by 
the addition of many trappings that obscure 
its original meaning and intent? Doesn't the 
addition of Christmas trees, Santa Claus, 
elves, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, 
Frosty the Snow Man, and all the rest, take 
away from the beauty of the day? My an-
swer: Yes and no. 
My children have never lost sight of the 
fact that Christmas celebrates the birth of 
Christ. They've kept that reality clearly in 
mind even while waiting for Santa to come 
down the chimney with their gifts. It has 
been possible for them to sing "Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing" and listen to "Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town" on the radio with-
out getting the two mixed together. They 
grew up unders tanding the d i f fe rence 
between the birthday of Christ and all of the 
additional trappings of Christmas. As a fam-
ily we have been able to enjoy both. Putting 
up a Christmas tree, decorating, eating a 
large family meal, listening to all of the 
music of the season, sharing the day with 
family and friends, exchanging gifts— these 
have not diminished our appreciation for 
Christ. We do not forget whose birthday it is. 
If we enjoy the trimmings and forget the 
Christ, we had best give the day back to the 
pagans, for we have become like them in our 
celebration. If, on the other hand, we can 
keep the reason for the season firmly in hand 
while enjoying all the rest, let's do so joy-
ously. 
Two of my close friends in the ministry 
are a pastoral couple who enjoy Christmas 
more than anyone I've ever met. Together, 
they have collected a veritable fairyland of 
Christmas decorations and ornaments. They 
have two Christmas trees in their home and 
a third outside. Their home is decorated each 
year with tens of thousands of lights both 
inside and out. The Christian motif is every-
where, but so are the other elements of the 
season, and they fit together in a harmony 
that is beautiful to see. We visit their home 
each Christmas just for the joy that the visit 
brings to the hearts of our children. 
On the roof of their house, spelled out in 
lights for the whole community to see, are 
four statements that give purpose to the 
whole glorious display. The lights proclaim 
that "Jesus is the reason for the season." 
"Jesus is God's gift to man." "Jesus is alive." 
"Jesus is coming again." As you can see, this 
pastor and his wife have no difficulty distin-
guishing between Christ and Santa Claus. 
They are able to appreciate, with great joy, 
every element of the Christmas season with-
out losing the meaning behind it all. Any 
thoughtful Christian can do the same. 
Should we give Christmas back to the 
pagans on whose day it was first celebrated? 
Should we surrender Christmas to the pagans 
of the present age who corrupt it with all 
sorts of worldly additions? My answer: 
Don't even think about it! 
Christmas, for me, is the day of Christ's 
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born. It is his birthday celebration, regardless 
of what some people may do to twist its 
meaning and distort its purpose. I 'm not giv-
ing up Christmas anymore than I will give up 
my own birthday celebration in spite of the 
fact that most of the world allows it to pass 
unnoticed. It's still my time to celebrate. 
Don't give away Christmas, redeem it. 
Don't surrender the day to the pagans, take it 
back for Jesus. Put more of Christ into the 
celebration. And don ' t worry about his 
becoming lost behind the tree and the tinsel; 
if your heart is open to him, he will take per-
sonal responsibility to see that doesn't hap-
pen. Jesus will reveal himself to any believ-
er anxious to celebrate his birth. He will 
make himself known to every family where 
his nativity is remembered. 
Should you throw out the other parts of 
Christmas, those that have little to do with 
his birth? I think not. Jesus is present in our 
home at Christmas, and I believe he can 
appreciate the music that is focused on love, 
home, family, and the enthusiasm of the hol-
iday just as much as he appreciates the car-
ols. Those are but a few of the gifts he came 
to bring us along with the gift of eternal life. 
Don't give away Christmas! Take hold of 
it as never before. Clasp it tightly to your 
breast. Enjoy every minute of it. Relish 
everything that helps you make it a special 
day. Embrace Christmas as the most won-
derful day of the year: the day chosen to cel-
ebrate the gift of God's Son. Take the pagan 
holiday, as the Roman Christians did, and 
make it a holy day. Q 
The darkness 
and fog enfold-
ed our car with 
their impenetra-
ble a rms . My 
dad tried to act 
r e l a x e d , but 
the re was an 
undercurrent of 
t ens ion as he 
drove through 
the tule fog that 
often covers the 
The annual 
Christmas trip 




San J o a q u i n 
Valley. Mom had her usual seat next to my Father. We 
three boys were stuffed in the back seat of our station 
wagon amongst the pillows, luggage, and Christmas 
presents. The trip to visit my grandparents in Fresno 
was especially long as Dad battled the holiday traffic in 
Los Angeles, the snow on the ridge route, and finally 
the thick fog in the valley. Usually, it was somewhere 
around Gorman that the three of us—and sometimes 
my mother—would drift off to sleep. Oftentimes, 
maybe due to the relatively quick change in air pressure 
as we dropped down the steep descent of the grapevine 
on interstate 5 and entered the bank of fog, I would 
wake up and see my father's face by the dim light from 
the dashboard. This time there was a look of deep con-
centration. At times, without warning, we passed 
through an especially thick accumulation of fog which 
dropped visibility to the end of the car's hood. We 
by Paul Lehman-Schletewitz 
drove steadily knowing that the fog was an ever-present 
reality at this time of year. 
As the night and darkness deepened, we would slow-
ly glide past small towns—towns we knew were there 
but were now made invisible by the fog. Stories of 
fifty-car pile-ups were common, and even though I was 
only seven, I had some idea of our peril; the potential of 
which did not lessen as we exited the interstate and 
drove down familiar country roads which lay shrouded 
in the deep misty fog. Since stop signs were often dis-
regarded by drunken revelers and cars had a tendency 
to dart out of blind avenues, Dad drove with continued 
caution. 
Finally, we slowly pulled off the road into Grand-
ma's driveway. The porch light was on in expectation of 
our arrival, and we woke up enough to get a kiss from 
Grandma and find that she had already made a won-
derfully soft bed for us on the living room floor. I laid 
myself down in the assurance of my older brothers and 
my uncle—asleep next to me— the memory of danger 
already dissolving in the peace of that room. I fell back 
to sleep under the downy covers with the festive warm 
glow of the Christmas tree lights twinkling softly in the 
living room, and I slept—safe in the light and in the 
bosom of my family. 
Christmas is about the light coming into the world; 
it's about passing through the darkness and living in a 
family of believers that God has made for each of us. 
May this Christmas mark your passage through the 
darkness into the light and into the bosom of God's 
people. 
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And a little 
child will 
lead them 
by Beth Bebermeyer 
Ilearned something important the other night from watching one of my daughters learning to pray. It 
was time for bed and we all strag-
gled up the stairs in our usual fash-
ion, my husband Daren and I each 
taking care not to step on the 
"blankeys" trailing behind our 
daughters. After we finally got the 
girls tucked in, it was time to sing 
our usual song, "Jesus Loves Me, 
This I Know." Our twin two-year-old 
daughters sang along in their high-
pitched voices, full of wiggles and 
grins just like they usually do. Next 
it was time to pray. 
If you've ever felt the touch of the 
Holy Spirit, you'll know what I 
mean when I tell you that God was 
near. Daren's prayer was powerful as 
he prayed for the girls. It was a nice 
moment as he finished. But in the 
interest of time, we skipped a step in 
the routine which involved asking 
the girls if they had anything they 
wanted to pray about. Surely that 
wasn't very important to them any-
way, right? Wrong! 
Aleeah snuggled down into her 
pillow and drifted off to sleep right 
away. It had been a busy day and she 
Beth Bebermeyer is a member of the Zion 
congregation in Abilene, Kans. 
December 1997 
was tired to the core. Alisa, however, 
had something on her mind that 
couldn't wait. 
"I wanna pray," she insisted. 
There went our plans to leave the 
room quickly. Neither one of us 
wanted to make her think her 
prayers weren't important, but real-
ly, they were pretty simple. Up to 
this point she hadn't really seemed 
to understand what our evening 
prayers were all about. Whenever 
she was asked to pray, she had 
always said, "Thank you food, thank 
you food, thank you food, Amen." 
Clearly she was confused with the 
difference between our meal-time 
prayers and night-time prayers. We 
expected more of the same. 
"I wanna pray for kittens." 
"Okay, Alisa, you pray for the kit-
tens." Daren said. 
She paused, then said "Thank you 
food." 
All right, I thought, let's go. 
"Wait, I wanna pray for chick-
ens." 
Daren and I glanced at each other, 
asking the silent question about how 
long to humor her. Apparently we 
agreed to let her try at least one 
more time. "Okay, Alisa, you pray 
for the chickens." 
"Thank you for chickens." 
Well, that's interesting, I thought. 
Progress at last. 
"I praying!" She seemed to know 
she was starting to get the hang of it. 
We shook our heads in agreement, 
feeling pretty proud of her. She had 
our attention. 
"I pray some more." It wasn't a 
question this time. She seemed to 
become serious all of a sudden. Her 
face glowed with joy as she said 
"Thank you for food, thank you for 
chickens, thank you for kittens, 
thank you for Sunday school, thank 
you for our church. Amen." 
It was a moment so powerful, I 
can't describe it. Her hugs and kiss-
es for us both sealed her efforts into 
our hearts. Her little face beamed 
with satisfaction as she plopped 
back onto her pillow. 
We left the room knowing that 
somehow both of us had been 
changed. It was a change deep inside 
that's difficult to examine, and can 
only be felt. There was a little ache, 
a pain of longing to hold onto the 
moment. I felt the sharp sense of 
conviction. The tears started to inch 
up into my eyes. 
Her prayer...how could it be so 
sweet? Did she really know what she 
was doing? Maybe, maybe not. But 
it touched me anyhow. She didn't 
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have big problems or pressing needs 
to lay at our Father's feet. As a mat-
ter of fact, she didn't have any peti-
tions at all. No "Lord, please help 
me with..." or "Lord, please watch 
over..." She only had "Thank you's" 
for Jesus. 
My daughter's simple prayer 
taught me a lesson. I spend most of 
my prayer time going through a list 
of needs and concerns. If I 'm being 
conscientious, I throw in a few 
"Thank you's" and "Praise you's" 
for good measure. But I think I have 
been missing the boat. Oh, I know 
it's essential to present our concerns 
to the Lord. But perhaps I'm overdo-
ing it in this department. Her "Thank 
you's" acknowledged a faith that her 
needs and problems were already 
cared for. It would have been differ-
ent if she had prayed "Please take 
care of the kittens." That would have 
meant that she was worried about 
them. Instead, she was just thankful 
for them and confident that they 
would be there in the morning for 
her enjoyment. 
How are your prayers today? Are 
you frantically praying to the Lord 
for solutions to problems and worry-
ing about things you have yet to 
experience? Or are your prayers 
filled with thanksgiving for God's 
sufficient grace? My daughter chal-
lenged me to worry less, trust more, 
and thank the Father over and over 
again. 
Won't you accept that challenge 
today? 
Scripture References: 
Psalms 8:2, Matthew 11:25, Luke 18:16 
Accept an invitation 
to the 
Rewarding Experience of 
FASTING AND 
PRAYER 
January 4-10, 1998 




Make prayer a priority to develop a healthy church 
Note: A special mailing to all pastors will provide ideas for this week; report on the vision of 250 growing, discipling, 
sending congregations; and how several congregations developed the 1997 week of fasting and prayer. 
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"What does a holy person 
do in western society V 
A report on The Church and 
Culture Study Conference 
reported by Beth Hostetler Mark 
What does a holy person do in 
western society? This question posed 
by Esther Spurrier encapsulates much 
of what presenters and respondents 
attempted to address at the October 
31-November 1, 1997 study confer-
ence—The Church and Culture— 
sponsored by the Center for Brethren 
in Christ Studies at Messiah College. 
That this is a topic of great interest 
to the Brethren in Christ is evidenced 
by the surprisingly high attendance 
of almost 150 people. Some theories 
about culture will here be presented; 
a few slices of the conference will be 
highl ighted; many quest ions that 
were raised and some sugges ted 
answers will be laid out; and ongoing 
concerns briefly explored. 
The conference was split into two 
broadly defined topic areas: 1) cul-
ture (as viewed by a sociologist, an 
historian, an anthropologist and oth-
ers) and the church; 2) descriptions 
of ministries in a range of cultural 
settings where, for the most part, 
Brethren in Christ congregat ions 
exist—either by happenstance or by 
recent church plantings. 
In a p a p e r on " T h e G o s p e l , 
Church, and Culture," Donald Kray-
bill defined culture as the "beliefs, 
values, ideas, customs, norms and 
tools we use." In contrast to culture, 
society is a group of people—a social 
organization with governance, etc. 
Kraybill further noted that without 
culture we would die; culture gives us 
language and is the "social software" 
of human community. (In a later 
paper, Paul Hiebert emphasized that 
persons can only relate through cul-
ture.) The church is entangled with 
culture and it is diff icul t but not 
impossible to extract the church from 
culture when studying it. Kraybill 
asked two questions that were to be 
repeated in various forms throughout 
the two days: To what extent is the 
cul ture of the church shaped by 
gospel values or by culture? What 
comprises the core of the gospel? 
Kraybill made a useful distinction 
between a strong culture (where there 
are clear, crisp distinctives and aware-
ness of belonging is keen) and a weak 
culture (where clear distinctives are 
not noticeable). Speaking from the 
historical perspective, E. Morris Sider 
contrasted early Brethren in Christ— 
a (s trong) se l f -conta ined culture 
where one found support, counsel, 
friendships, and an agreed-upon view 
of k e e p i n g s epa ra t e f r o m the 
world/culture, etc.—with post-1950 
Brethren in Christ who increasingly 
accepted aspects of "the world" or 
culture as normative. Television, for 
fls fife jjjf 
Dr. Donald Kraybill 
noted that without 
culture we would die; 
culture gives us 
language and is the 
"social software " of 
human community. 
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Eduaro Llanes (left), Costandy Saba (center), and Myron Deets (right) were some of 
the individuals who shared their personal observations during The Church and Cul-
ture conference. 
example, brought much of what was 
p r e v i o u s l y v i ewed as " w o r l d l y " 
directly into the home. Sider quoted 
C a r l t o n W i t t l i n g e r w h o que r i ed 
whether post-1950s Brethren in Christ 
would recognize the world when they 
saw it. S ider w o n d e r e d whe the r 
Brethren in Christ have lost the abili-
ty, in reacting against legalism, to 
draw l ines anywhere . He fu r the r 
asked, What is the world and is it as 
bad as our ancestors thought it to be? 
In response to the latter, Ken Hoke 
questioned, Could it be that we are in 
step with the founders of the denom-
ination in today's context? 
Other quest ions raised by Ken 
Hoke included, Will the expression 
of culture be seen uniformly across 
North America? If culture varies from 
society to society, can Brethren in 
Christ culture be equally applied in 
Canada, on the west coast, to Hispan-
ics , e t c . ? T h e s e q u e s t i o n s were 
addressed both theoretically (by Paul 
Hiebert and others) and illustrated 
practically (by descriptions of a vari-
ety of cultural settings). Hiebert com-
pared our inability to see the lenses of 
our own eyeglasses (for those who 
wear them), to our inability to see 
how imbedded we are in our own cul-
ture and world view. Our world view 
is deepe r than our behav io r and 
beliefs—it is what we think with, not 
about, and is so buried that we can't 
see it. John Allen Brubaker noted that 
the best way to learn about one 's 
world view is to ask someone who is 
not acculturated in that world view. 
For example, Brubaker suggested that 
asking someone from a country not 
in North America about North Amer-
icans could help a North American 
recognize at least parts of his or her 
world view. Hiebert challenged us to 
discern what the world view is that 
we breathe without thinking about it. 
Given that, we need to ask. What is 
the gospel in our context/culture in 
which we live? 
Distinctives of the Brethren in 
Christ were identified by several of 
the speakers. Harvey Sider described 
them this way: we articulate core val-
ues rooted in the Scripture and gener-
ally aff irm and highlight personal 
conversion, a heart-warming experi-
ence (piety and inner devoutness 
rather than outward religious creed), a 
walk of obedience (including Ana-
baptist emphases such as separation, 
accountability, community, peace, 
reconciliation), and a dynamic life in 
the Spirit (the Wesleyan emphasis on 
surrender, empowerment, process/cri-
sis as an essential part of sanctifica-
tion). 
Cultural contexts 
How are these distinctives played 
out in a variety of cultural contexts? 
Several Brethren in Christ contexts 
were presented, including the cultur-
al mosaic of heavily-populated south-
ern California (Perry Engle); Canadi-
an culture and general religious trends 
in Canada (Steve Sider); Quebecois/ 
R o m a n C a t h o l i c cu l t u r e (Dav id 
Miller); and upper middle class, skep-
tical-of-the-church Westchester sub-
urbia (Terry and Carol Friesen). Each 
spoke of the necessity to think about 
the culture one is ministering within 
and how the gospel is best shared in 
that context. Three additional settings 
are more fully described below. 
Eduardo Llanes, a Cuban Ameri-
can, supervises 19 Hispanic church-
es—many of them in the Miami area. 
Llanes emphasized that while the 
terms "Hispanic" or "La t ino" are 
commonly used by Anglos (whites), 
people of a specific ethnicity prefer 
to be called—for example—Cubans, 
Mexicans, or Puerto Ricans. While it 
is difficult to make broad generaliza-
tions, Llanes said Hispanics tend to 
be more outgoing than Anglos, place a 
high value on family life, and enjoy 
loud and lively worship music. Ser-
mons in the Miami Brethren in Christ 
c h u r c h e s tend to be in tense and 
urgent, as are discussions about poli-
tics and sports. Llanes' congregation 
is comprised of 19 nationalities and 
is working hard to create community. 
Among other things, Llanes suggested 
that Anglos could learn f rom their 
Hispanic brothers and sisters to lean 
more on the Holy Spirit, to be less 
controlling, and to enjoy a looser wor-
ship style. In turn, Hispanics could 
learn from Anglos how to be more 
efficient with time and more orga-
nized. The Miami congregations use 
cell groups that include Bible study 
and socializing as a way of learning 
the Scriptures in a relational setting. 
Morris DuBose, an African Amer-
ican who attends Valley Chapel, an 
integrated Brethren in Christ congre-
gation in Canton, Ohio, challenged 
other Brethren in Christ congregations 
to "draw a circle around your church 
to encompass the member farthest 
w a y — t h a t is your J e r u s a l e m . " 
("Jerusalem" refers to the call in Acts 
to wi tness "in Je rusa lem, Judea , 
Samaria and the ends of the earth.") 
DuBose stated that many Afr ican 
Americans are turning to Islam be-
cause it is meeting their needs. He 
challenged church leaders to consider 
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what Jay Smith's knowledge of Islam 
could do in a city like Chicago. 
DuBose gave practical suggestions 
for intentionally building relation-
ships with African Americans, some 
of which apply to people of any eth-
nicity: get involved with the life of an 
individual; don't be judgmental; do 
your homework—attend multicultur-
al events ; go hear good Afr ican 
American preachers; listen to gospel 
music radio stations; etc. He asked 
why African Americans would or 
should attend Brethren in Christ 
churches. His answer: "the real God 
factor," a combination of the "God of 
your heart and the God of your head." 
He concluded by saying that Valley 
Chapel is not always a perfect church, 
but it is a family. In his response, 
Costandy Saba said that "an outreach 
ministry should be not only for those 
overseas but for those within reach. 
Get involved in the community and 
do it all out of love." 
Rod and Gwen White live and 
work in the multicultural setting of 
Center City Philadelphia where their 
ministry—Circle of Hope—is being 
planted. They emphasized that "the 
place from which we come is spiritu-
al, not national, ethnic or racial" and 
that the mission they are exercising 
is "about building a counterculture in 
which Jesus is King." They suggest 
that "to authentically introduce Jesus 
to the culture, the church must be rec-
ognizably separate." The Whites 
believe that "the truths the Brethren in 
Christ have carried to this day" are 
attractive to the people of Center City 
who are "refugees from the estab-
lished church." 
The Brethren in Christ emphasis 
on community is manifested in Circle 
of Hope as they meet in home cell 
groups (in addition to their worship 
celebrations). In keeping with the 
Brethren in Christ emphasis on mis-
sions, Whites state that they "try to 
be a place where the church includes 
everyone, along with those who speak 
English." The Brethren in Christ 
towel and basin is symbolic of their 
efforts to serve like Jesus. The empha-
sis on justice and reconciliation led 
Circle of Hope to hire Gerry West, an 
Dr. Paul Hiebert 
compared our 
inability to see the 
lenses of our own 
eyeglasses (for those 
who wear them), to 
our inability to see 
how imbedded we are 
in our own culture 
and world view. 
African American man, to be a part-
ner pastor with Rod and together 
attempt to be "authentic enough to 
address the great national sin of 
racism." 
Harvey Sider, in a concluding 
paper, offered several suggestions 
concerning the church today—a few 
of which appear here. Sider called for 
developing "dynamic equivalents" for 
biblical principles. He noted that Acts 
is "full of cultural nuances that have 
little or no relevance to our North 
American situation." What are the 
cultural equivalents to communal liv-
ing? To being literally stoned or hung 
on a cross? What forms do suffering 
and sacrifice take today? Sider also 
called for indigenous leadership as 
well as training to overcome years of 
North American acculturation. 
Kraybill stated that language is the 
fundamental category through which 
we perceive the world. That this is 
true was evidenced by the conference 
participants themselves who fairly 
regularly used words such as "out-
side," "other," and "minority," to 
describe individuals other than the 
dominant North American culture. (I 
would add that there was a frequent 
use of male pronouns and "brother-
hood" as well, although a gradual 
transition to the use of the words 
"community" and "family" in place 
of " b r o t h e r h o o d " is noted . ) As 
observed by the Whites, the subtext 
was that "the Brethren in Christ are 
identified with the way of life of so-
called 'white' citizens of the United 
States. . ." In the same vein, Don 
Shafer asked whether the Brethren in 
Christ have an "ethos or an ethnic 
[German/European] value." 
In the end, we are faced with 
answering the question that Esther 
Spurrier posed (drawn from Hiebert's 
illustration of a holy man in Mali who 
spent his days on his front steps read-
ing the Scriptures until people sought 
him out for counsel). What does a 
holy person do in western society? 
She suggested that we might find "a 
clue in the very startling veneration of 
Princess Diana after her death and the 
not-so-startling veneration of Mother 
Teresa," who cared about people get-
ting killed with land mines, who 
reached out to children sick and dying 
of AIDS, and who embraced the poor, 
the sick and the dying. The Whites 
challenge us to be a "new generation 
of believers who allow Jesus to so 
change [our] lives that new forms of 
expressing the old truths can emerge. 
The way is not easy. It does not fit 
into formulas or former means, but it 
is an ancient way." They boldly sug-
gest that God can lead the Brethren in 
Christ "to offer their particular genius 
to the world of the twenty-first cen-
tury." 
Beth Mark is a member of the Grantham, 
Pa., congregation. 






by A. Graybill Brubaker 
Pioneer missions have always 
been a long, hard journey. Whether 
it was into China, India, or Africa, 
the journey was often a decade long 
before more than one or two con-
verts could be counted on. Nowhere 
has the journey been longer or hard-
er than for miss ions to Musl im 
areas. So difficult has that road been 
that the relative number of mission-
aries laboring among Muslim people 
has been a small fraction of the ones 
really needed. 
Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions (BICWM) experience among 
the Muslim Yao of Malawi is no 
exception. From its beginnings in 
1988, the road has been tough and 
the c a s u a l t i e s have been h igh . 
Approaching the end of our first 
decade, the view into the past is 
daunting in the extreme. 
BICWM entered the ministry to 
the Yao on the strength of witnesses 
who believed the field to be ripe for 
harvest and that converts could be 
had easily and in great numbers. 
Unfortunately, the informant was 
himself ill-informed. The numbers 
who were coming to be counted 
were not, in fact, Yao but Chewa 
who had become integrated into the 
Yao neighborhoods. By 1991 the 
mission on whose counsel BICWM 
had entered the field had discovered 
its error and itself was trying to re-
orient its ministry to reach the Mus-
lim Yao. 
By 1996 there was a group of 
interested persons and a Sunday 
morning service was started. How-
ever, when BICWM missionaries 
Gary and Mel Andricks returned 
from furlough, they saw that the sit-
uation had repeated itself with their 
efforts. As soon as the work is seen 
as a church with services on Sunday 
morning, it is taken as a Chewa 
thing and the Yao stay away in 
droves. The weekly church service 
was halted. 
New initiatives already under 
way became the arena of concen-
tration. Mel, who had been work-
ing among the women, developed a 
vegetable garden scheme which 
interested the women. She orga-
nized them and pursued a self-help 
scheme to provide some income to 
the impove r i shed socie ty . The 
women themselves have taken ini-
tiative to build a meeting place 
where they can have fellowship and 
the Bible instruction which is part 
of Mel's ministry. 
Meanwhile, Gary, with a facility 
for relationships, had been helping 
some of the young men of the Yao 
community to find employment in 
the town of Mangochi. These men, 
with better education than most of 
their fellows, were interested in 
attending a Bible study. Gary began 
with four of them and the group 
soon increased with the addition of 
students from the secondary school. 
Now as many as 15 are meeting reg-
ularly on Sunday mornings—their 
day of f—for basic studies of the 
Bible from a Christian viewpoint. 
At the same time Gary is partic-
ipating in an effort to make a new 
translation of the Bible into Yao to 
replace one which is not usable (to 
the extent that it has virtually been 
abandoned). This has brought into 
the area a highly educated and artic-
ulate Yao Christian. Converted out 
of an Islamic family by a Christian 
uncle, schooled and discipled by 
Campus Crusade while in universi-
ty, he is one of a team of three full-
time translators under the oversight 
of a German missionary colleague 
of the Andricks and with the spon-
sorship of missionary and Bible 
societies. 
This young man, Ali, is assisting 
in the Bible study in Mangochi and 
is coming with Gary into the Yao 
village of Mpalume, where Gary 
lives, for weekly Bible studies there 
as well. Willie, the one convert on 
whom the B I C W M is count ing 
heavily, is into his third year of a 
four-year course of leadership train-
ing at Likabula Bible Institute in the 
commercial city of Blantyre. He is 
expected to graduate in July 1999. 
All of this places BICWM on a 
promontory looking at a very pleas-
ant vista. For the first time a group 
of Yao are gathering regularly for 
Bib le S tudy unde r c o m p e t e n t 
instruction. A group of Yao women 
are meeting regularly and gaining 
cohesion under Christian auspices. 
A location for a shelter has been 
identified and a place of meeting is 
being built. A leader is being trained 
and shows promise. And all of these 
things seem to be coming together 
right there in the center of the vista 
that is opening up before them all. 
With some careful effort, backed 
by an increasing volume of prayer 
f rom the supporting churches, a 
viable center of worship with a solid 
group of seeking souls, both young 
men and organized women under 
trained Yao leadership, can be antic-
ipated-—as long as they do not begin 
to call the meeting place a church. 
Graybill and Ethel Brubaker began their 
current term of service in Malawi, Africa, in 
April 1997, anticipating a three-year term. 
In addition to this, they served in Zambia 
from 1953-1973, as a mission administrator 
in the home office, and as pastor. Their 
home church is the Upland (Calif.) Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
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Bogota, Colombia 
Jncident on JTbenue 127 
by Nancy Peterman 
After the exciting church dedica-
tion service on May 24, my room-
mate Pancha and I walked several 
blocks to Avenida 127 to catch a bus 
home. It was approaching dusk and 
several people were waiting for buses 
beside the pedestrian walkbridge. 
Unusual for this part of the city, a 
teenage street boy also was roaming 
the corner with a bottle of sniffing 
glue in one hand. He approached us, 
asking for money, then unexpectedly 
lunged at me. I realized, a little too 
late, that I had neglected to tuck away 
the little gold chain that I was wear-
ing; now it was gone. 
Both Pancha and I instinctively 
reacted, pursuing the thief. The group 
of bystanders showed surprising soli-
darity and moments later threw the 
young man to the ground, kicking and 
insulting him, as I screamed for the 
crowd to stop hurting him. It was all 
so absurd: barely twenty-four hours 
a f t e r arr iving in back Colombia , 
already I was face to face with the 
harsh realities of poverty, street life, 
crime, and violence. 
The boy, with fear and apathy in 
his eyes, refused to answer any ques-
tions, but defeatedly let us search him. 
There was no sign of the necklace, 
but his pockets were full of loose 
change and bills. I felt a keen sense of 
anger and personal violation—the 
chain was a gift from a Colombian 
friend for whom it represented a sig-
nificant sacrifice. Yet compassion 
overwhelmed me as I knelt close to 
the young man, defending him from 
the crowd's violence. How I longed to 
reverse his emotional scars and the 
perilous, senseless direction in which 
his life was headed. Would there ever 
be any real chances for him to dis-
cover a relationship with God and 
with trustworthy people who could 
walk beside him over the long haul? 
One by one, the bystanders drifted 
away. The boy got to his feet, and 
without raising his gaze, mumbled a 
lame apology. Before he stumbled 
away into the shadows, I told him 
what was on my heart—that it was 
God, not me, to whom he must an-
swer someday; that he must never for-
get that he is worth much, much more 
than any gold necklace; and that God 
has something better for his life. 
The problem of street children in 
Bogota is a sobering and complex 
issue without easy answers. Yet the 
timing of this incident was extremely 
significant for me. It reminded me 
that I had returned to Colombia with 
he purpose of getting involved in 
ome of these very issues, and that it 
vould not be necessarily fun or grat-
fying. It reminded me as well of the 
lepth of God's love for the poor and 
lisenfranchised and how my heart 
nust be touched the same way as his. 
Whether working with hard-core 
street kids and children of La Calzada 
and their families, or discipling and 
training Christian leaders who will 
carry out ministries of evangelism and 
outreach, I want my time in Colombia 
to count for the restoration of pre-
cious people. 
Nancy Peterman is beginning her fourth 
term in Colombia as a member of the church 
planting team. She is also a nurse and has 
been active in several health outreach projects 
with Youth with a Mission (YWAM) and in La 
Calzada, a daughter church of the Niza 9 
Brethren in Christ Church in Bogota. Nancy's 
home church is Harrisburg Brethren in Christ 
in Pennsylvania. 
Coming to your church in January... 
A Centennial Surprise Package 
Look for these items: 
Brethren 
in Christ tv . * music from around the world W(§ is) E>LD 
F MISSIONS by video, cassette, and song-
1898 book 
* recipe cards and tidbits from 
the international cookbook 
* stories from missions history 
* posters and more 
Celebrate the Works cf Ccd 
This Centennial year! 
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MEET THE AUTHOR OF THE MISSIONS CENTENNIAL PLAY 
Brethren 
in Christ 
C L C 
MISSIONS 
by Daryl Climenhaga 
I met Mr. Isaac Mpofu at his office 
in the Lutheran House, Bulawayo. In 
his formal retirement, Mpofu has 
taken on the task of directing Phaka-
ma, an organization working to stim-
ulate indigenous businesses in Zim-
babwe. We talked together about the 
play he has written for the 100th 
Anniversary Celebrations of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe. 
Daryl Climenhaga: To help the 
American audience know the author, 
tell me something about yourself. 
Isaac N. Mpofu: I was born at Fil-
abusi in Brethren in Christ territory. 
Both of my parents were Christian, 
but my father left the church. He died 
in 1984. My mother is still living and 
a strong church woman. 
I went to a Brethren in Christ Pri-
mary School and then to Matopo Pri-
mary Tra in ing School in 1949. I 
taught at Filabusi for a year in 1950 
and then went on to Goromonzi Sec-
ondary School to do my Ordinary 
level exams from Cambridge.1 In the 
yea r s f o l l o w i n g , I t augh t in a 
Methodist school, at Matopo Sec-
ondary School , and at Mtshabezi 
Teacher Training College, as well as 
doing my university studies in South 
Africa. I married in 1957, and my 
wife was also a teacher. 
In 1958 I became pr incipal of 
M z i n y a t i Voca t iona l S e c o n d a r y 
School. After a brief time back at 
Matopo Secondary in 1973, I was 
appointed Inspector of Schools for 
Matabeleland.2 At Independence in 
1980, I became the regional director 
for Manicaland, then Matabeleland, 
and was finally promoted to Deputy 
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An Interview 
with I. N. 
Secretary in the Ministry of Educa-
tion in Harare. When I retired in 1991, 
I returned to Bulawayo where my 
wife and I now live. 
What roles have you played in the 
church ? 
Many different ones. I have been a 
pastor and a member of the Church 
Executive Committee, and then of the 
Executive Board.11 was secretary for 
the Executive Board, then became the 
Acting Bishop for two years, while 
P. M. Khumalo was studying at Fuller 
Theological Seminary.41 have served 
on various church committees so that 
I am familiar with all the operations of 
the church. Now I chair the General 
Conference Men's Fellowship Com-
mittee and the Urban District Home 
and Family Committee. 
You have written a play for the 100th 
Anniversary. What other writing 
have you done? 
Besides the history for the 75th cel-
ebrations (Izithelo, 1973), I have writ-
ten five novels and a play in Ndebele, 
as well as a lot of school material. 
This play is in English, but the thought 
patterns are completely Ndebele. 
What was your central purpose in 
writing the play? 
I wanted to capture the social and 
economic conditions of the time, to 
tell the story from the point of the 
locals, and to show the impact of the 
new ideas on them. 
This was a difficult period for the 
people as the white settlers had just 
assumed power. There was the trauma 
of a bitter war, followed by an uneasy 
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Over a cup of tea, Isaac N. Mpofu and Daryl Climenhaga discuss the play which will 
be presented by an African cast next year in North America. 
peace, and then a great uprising. The 
new administration crushed the rising 
ruthlessly.5 When the missionaries 
came, they went to the Matopo Hills, 
the boiling pot of the rising where the 
people were hiding from the white 
settlers' guns. 
They came into a s i tua t ion of 
change and mis t rus t and f e a r — a 
change in leadership, changes in all 
kinds of cultural patterns, and even a 
change of religion. So the play asks, 
"How did they see all of this and 
receive it?" 
The point is that the Blacks had a 
religion. They believed in God. The 
Ndebele called him Nkulunkulu, and 
the Shona called him Mwari; but they 
all agreed there was only one God 
over the whole earth. 
They were a highly spiritual peo-
ple, although the Whites misinter-
preted their religion. The play tries to 
show what they were thinking. They 
were so puzzled by this new religion 
that seemed to be all rules. "Don't do 
this. Don ' t do that." They already 
knew that society punishes you and 
that God does not like it if you do 
wrong. If you do wrong, you must 
just stop doing wrong. The idea of 
repentance did not arise, nor did peo-
ple see the world in terms of believers 
and unbelievers. 
T h e p e o p l e heard all the new 
teaching, and they talked about it 
among themselves at their beer parties 
and their work parties, trying to sort it 
out. "Did you hear what that white 
m i s s i o n a r y sa id? He said we 
shouldn't drink beer. What 's wrong 
with beer? Beer is food." "He told us 
we should have only one wife. Why 
should we have only one wife when 
he has three?" (They could see that 
Engle [the miss ionary] had three 
women to cook for him and do his 
w a s h i n g . ) " H e to ld us tha t we 
shouldn't go to the shrines to wor-
ship. Why shouldn't we go? He has a 
shrine, and he goes to worship. How 
many days have we seen him kneeling 
there?" 
All of these questions were in peo-
ple's minds. They help to explain why 
people hesitated to come, especially 
the men. Still today it has been hard-
er for men than for women to come. I 
know that some will have a different 
viewpoint of what happened, but you 
have to try to get into the black man's 
mind to see what they experienced. If 
the play stirs dissent and discussion, 
that is good. 
What research did you do to write 
the play? 
Jake Shenk and I did many inter-
views preparing for the 1973 celebra-
tions, from which we wrote the histo-
ry, Izithelo. I supplemented those 
interviews with others more recently. 
What do you want the North Ameri-
can audience to get from the play? 
We have accepted Christianity, but 
we are struggling with the question 
of ownership: to whom does Chris-
tianity really belong? Yes, mistakes 
were made; but in spite of that we can 
strive for unity and togetherness. We 
belong to one great family in Jesus 
Christ. 
The baptism at the end of the play 
is really the climax of the whole play. 
It is very important. In spite of con-
flicts and struggles, the baptism is a 
celebration that brings togetherness. 
Really the people would have wanted 
to celebrate with the women ululat-
ing and the men stamping their feet in 
a traditional dance because this was a 
time of great joy. Unfortunately, they 
were not allowed to do so, which 
illustrates the tension between rejoic-
ing and questioning that I have tried to 
describe. 
'In that period only a select few black Zim-
babweans attended high school. Goromonzi 
was a government school that trained the first 
generation of educated black leaders. 
2Matabeleland is the province of which 
Bulawayo is the center. 
3These correspond to the General Confer-
ence Board in North America. 
4Mpofu was acting bishop during the Lib-
eration War leading to independence in 1980, 
a particularly difficult and tense time in the 
life of the church. 
'The first war took place in 1893, followed 
by the uprising in 1896. Brethren in Christ 










BRAM IA TEAM 
Sunday, July 5 General Conference, Messiah College 
CANADA 
Wednesday p.m., July 8 West Heights (Kitchener-Waterloo) 
Thursday p.m., July 9 Riverside Chapel (NCC) 
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE 
Saturday, 7:00 p.m., July 11 Roxbury Tabernacle 
Sunday, 7:00 p.m., July 12 Martinsburg (Roaring Spring Middle 
School) 
SUSQUEHANNA CONFERENCE 
Wednesday p.m., July 15 Cedar Grove 
Thursday p.m., July 16 Messiah Village 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
Saturday, 7:00 p.m., July 18 Lancaster Mennonite High School 
Sunday, 6:00 p.m., July 19 Lancaster Mennonite High School 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
Wednesday, July 22 Memorial Holiness Camp 
Friday, July 24 Amherst Community Church 
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od at work in our world 
Prayer changes 
people 
Bruce and Merly Bundy have been serv-
ing as church planters in Madrid, Spain, 
since September 1988. Their home 
church in North America is Mount Pleas-
ant, Manheim, Pa.. They write this 
account of how God has been at work in 
the life of Jose Luis. 
Jose Luis turned two (spiritually) Sat-
urday, October 25. He has been going 
through some really hard times dealing 
with doubt and disillusionment and some 
rebellion also to God's Word. 
An example of his struggles follows. 
Abou t three mon ths ago, due to his 
nephew's bad health, Jose's family con-
sulted with a spiritist. The nephew has 
had many physical problems since birth. 
Recently, he was diagnosed with an irre-
versible eye condition that would even-
tually leave him completely blind. Of 
course, the spiritist blamed Jose for this 
y o u n g b o y ' s c o n d i t i o n . The f a m i l y 
believed her. Yet, this week there has 
been a turn in events. We had been pray-
ing for the nephew and he has been com-
pletely healed. Jose Luis ' family, who 
has been hostile to the gospel, is amazed. 
They have asked us to pray for a niece 
with an eye problem and another nephew 
with diabetes. This has been a break-
through in this family and for Jose Luis, 
w h o has seen God at work up close. 
Please continue to pray for Jose and his 
family. He is going through some rough 




Nancy Peterman, serving in Bogota, 
Colombia, wrote about a tragedy in La 
Calzada in September and the ensuing 
delight in seeing God at work. 
Monday was the funeral, but the funer-
al parlor "kicked us out" of the place just 
halfway into the service because the time 
paid for was up. That afternoon Sonia 
and the Luz y Vida teachers left for a four-
day retreat and I was left alone back in 
Bogota to carry on some La Calzada 
responsibilities. Tuesday I had a disci-
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pleship session with Ana Sixta and then 
made some visits with her. 
We went to Ofelia's place. Ofelia had 
lost her oldest son (17 years old) to a vio-
lent death just two months ago. His moth-
er admits that he was running with a gang, 
up to no good, and she understands that 
those consequences—not God—took his 
life. But it still caused major trauma for 
the mother and younger siblings. With 
Ofelia was Luz Marina, a 14-year-old 
with a five-day-old baby, fathered by the 
son who had died. As we talked, I found 
that Luz Marina has never been to school 
and, al though she seems very bright, 
responsible and well groomed, she only 
has rudimentary knowledge of letters and 
vowels . Both Ofel ia and Luz Mar ina 
seemed interested in having some materi-
als so Ofelia could give her a head-start 
for going to school some day. 
Luz Marina also told us that her older 
sister (19 years old) is very interested in 
God and church but is afraid and ashamed 
to go to any church because of her job. 
She does "night work" or, in other words, 
prostitution. I stood amazed as Ana began 
to explain to Luz Marina that God reach-
es out to us as we are. She candidly and 
unashamedly shared about her past life of 
drug abuse, "selling her body," and how 
God has made everything new. Really 
exciting, isn't it? It is really a privilege to 




Graybill and Ethel Brubaker began their 
current term of service in Malawi, Africa, 
in April 1997, anticipating a three-year 
term. They served in Zambia from 1953-
1973. Their home church is Upland 
(Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
M u l a n j e Moun ta in is the h ighes t 
mountain in southern Africa, and almost 
in its shadow is a Brethren in Christ 
Church. Here amid tea gardens, banana 
stocks and pineapple plots, we met in con-
ference—August 6 through 10, 1997. 
Thursday and Saturday were times of 
singing and worship. Friday was the busi-
ness meeting, and the climax was the 
Holy Communion service on Sunday 
morning. Attending the Sunday morning 
service were 136 people, 56 of whom took 
Communion. 
The church in Malawi is a relatively 
new church, and 28 persons were regis-
tered as de lega tes . Each person was 
responsible for his own transport and reg-
istration fee. Since Mulanje is about 100 
kilometers f rom Blantyre, the cost of 
transport was a burden for many and may 
have prevented some others from attend-
ing. The church is str iving not to be 
dependent on outside assistance in such 
things. 
We were privileged to have Pastor Fil-
ipe and Pastor Muyona visiting with us 
from Mozambique. The language differ-
General Conference held in Mulanje, Malawi. 
December 1997 
ence was a hindrance, but did not prevent 
good fellowship as we communicated 
using Shona, sign language, Scripture 
verses, and some English. 
We thank God for his presence, direc-
tion and blessing upon the conference. In 
1998 we anticipate meeting at Kasungu, 




This report comes from Curtis and Leslie 
Book's August-October prayer letter and 
a letter received from Jorge, one of the 
members of the Pakistan team. Sammy 
D 'arco is a young man who came to know 
the Lord through the ministry of the Niza 
9 Brethren in Christ Church in Bogota, 
Colombia. He is now preparing for cross-
cultural missionary service. 
Sammy D'arco has been praying and 
planning for more than a year for a great 
adventure that took him to London, then 
to Pakistan and Afghanistan. The prima-
ry purpose was to participate in a prayer 
walk journey and, secondarily, to strate-
gize how God might lead him after he 
finishes his theological and missionary 
training. He desires to be a missionary to 
the Muslim people—Niza 9 Brethren in 
Christ Church's own missionary! 
This was an expensive missionary 
enterprise. In three weeks, four people 
spent more than $10,000. Sammy stated, 
"God wanted to show us that this trip was 
from him and that he is able to supply. 
Humanly speaking, it would have been 
impossible to raise this money in three 
weeks." Sammy's trip was financed by 
gifts from the Niza 9 church and his 
friends. He raised $2,500. 
God provided generously in other 
ways for the prayer team participants. 
Previous plans to go on the trip did not 
materialize because God wanted them to 
glean and cash in the prayers that mil-
lions of saints made during the month of 
October. They were given three-month 
visas to be in Pakistan and had wonderful 
places to stay. They were applauded for 
being the prayer team from Colombia and 
for coming from so far away. God helped 
them to understand that he is more inter-
ested in ministering to the Gentiles than 
they are. "We rejoice in the grace of God 
poured upon us all. Our hearts overflow. 
What a joy to know the grace of God." 
TEENS IN MISSIONARY SERVICE 
(A Brethren in Christ Ministry) 







Team Leaders (5 weeks) 
(for leading short-term mission trips throughout the world) 
•Primary Leaders ©Assistant Leaders 
Work Camp Volunteer Staff (1 to 5 weeks) 
•Construction Supervisor •Work Site Coordinator 
•Material Runner 
Summer Volunteer Staff Members (1 week-3 months) 
•Cooks ©Kitchen Helpers 
•Janitorial and Maintenance 
CLIP AND MAIL 
YES! I am interested in serving 
with the TIMS ministry as follows: 
• Team Leader 
• Asst. Team Leader 
• Work Camp Staff 
• Summer Staff Member 
Name 
Send to: 
TEENS IN MISSIONARY SERVICE 
RR 1, Box 13A 
East Waterford, PA 17021 
Phone: (717) 734-3627 Fax (717) 734-3339 
E-mail: CRCTIMS2@aol.com 
Address^ 







Picking up themes of "Promise 
Keepers," Don Joy (author of Bond-
ing and Rebonding) speaks to 
men's true needs and concerns, 
including tips at the end of each 
chapter on "doing what you read" as 









As we near the millenium, specula-
tion abounds about the Second 
Coming of Christ. This book em-
phasizes our need to focus on the 
charge Jesus gave to the church to 
be "faithful in the meantime." 
Available from your local 
Christian Light Bookstore, 
or order from 
Evangel Publishing House 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
(800) 253-9315 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
On Friend Day, Oct. 26, at the 
Air Hill church, Chambersburg, Pa., 
the Tarhee l State Quar te t gave a 
concert during the Sunday school 
hour. • The Antrim church, Cham-
bersburg, had revival services Nov. 
2-5 with Daniel J. Rabe, Messianic 
Jew, on "Priesthood and Worship." 
• The Chambersburg congregation 
hosted the Nov. 1 Gospel Tide Aux-
iliary spaghetti dinner. • "Shake the 
World for Jesus" was the theme of 
the Oct. 10-12 missions conference 
of t he F a i r v i e w A v e . c h u r c h , 
Waynesboro. Pa. • Pat Kelly spoke 
in revival services Nov. 2-5 at the 
Five Forks church, Waynesboro. •:• 
The Green Spring congregat ion, 
Newvil le , Pa., hosted the Oct. 23 
A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e c h u r c h 
growth dinner. 
S ix m e n f r o m the H o l l o w e l l 
congregation, Waynesboro, left for 
Mexico Oct. 19 to help construct a 
church. The Hollowell puppet team 
presented "David, the Chosen One" 
during the Oct. 26 services. • On 
Oct. 26 Nathan and Cathy Bert, mis-
sionaries to Nicaragua, spoke in the 
morn ing service of the Mart ins-
burg. Pa., church. • The Mt. Rock 
church, Shippensburg, Pa., hosted 
the Oct. 17-18 "school of prayer" 
for the communi ty "to develop a 
strategy of prayer and evangelism 
among churches of Shippensburg." 
• The Mt. T a b o r congrega t ion , 
M e r c e r s b u r g , Pa . , e n j o y e d t he 
revival ministry Oct. 30—Nov. 2 of 
Sam Dalton. •:• Oct. 5 missions ser-
vices at the New Guilford church. 
C h a m b e r s b u r g , f e a t u r e d t he 
Geigers, Amy Wingert, Darrel and 
Joel Knepper, and the TIMS team. <• 
The South Mountain congregation, 
Sh ippensburg , had a hoagie sale 
Oct. 28-29. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Oct . 26 the Cross Roads 
church, Mount Joy, Pa., had a mis-
sions day with Genovieva Beattie 
from Romania, and John Brubaker. 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., 
unless otherwise noted. For more information, 
contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Jan. 8-10 Board for World Missions 
Jan. 29-31 Messiah College Board of Trustees 
Feb. 3-5 Leadership Council 
Feb. 5-7 General Conference Board 
Feb. 27-28 Board for Stewardships Services 
Mar. 2-4 National Association of Evangelicals Annual 
Convention 
Mar. 6-7 Pacific Regional Conference 
Mar. 13-14 Central Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Atlantic Regional Conference 
Mar. 20-21 Midwest Regional Conference 
Apr. 4 Allegheny Regional Conference 
Apr. 14-15 Ministers'Conference-Messiah College 
Apr. 17-18 Canadian Regional Conference 
Apr. 17-18 Susquehanna Regional Conference 
Apr. 19-23 Core Course "Theology of the 
Church'-Collingwood, Ont. 
Apr. 24-25 Southeast Regional Conference 
Apr. 29-30 Leadership Council 
• On Ont. 19 the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., church hosted a new attenders 
fellowship, a time to chat with dea-
cons and staff. The congregation has 
decided to commence building new 
fellowship and education space. •> 
The Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., 
had special services in mid-October 
led by Don White, Church of the 
Brethren pastor from Florida. • The 
highlight of October for the Hemp-
field church, Lancaster, Pa., was the 
appreciation night dinner for Pastor 
Kimber with testimonies of how he 
has influenced lives. • Ron Susek 
gave a seminar Nov. 1 at the Her-
shey. Pa., church on "Discovering 
the Real You." 
The Oct. 22 fall fest of the Lan-
caster. Pa., church featured singer 
Derrick ByDeLey, a silent auction, 
games, and refreshments . John 
Yeatts spoke Oct. 12 to the Manor 
congregation, Mountville, Pa., on 
"The God-Shaped Vacuum." The 
church welcomed Glenn and Verna 
Schwartz home from service in Eng-
land at an Oct. 19 reception. • Bish-
op Craig Sider was love feast speak-
er Nov. 16 at the Mastersonville 
church, Manheim, Pa. •» The youth 
of the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount 
Joy, Pa., planned a road rally for 
Oct. 18. • Robert Keller spoke in 
the Nov. 2 service at the Palmyra, 
Pa., church. On Oct. 29 Ken Dot-
terman of Lebanon Valley Youth for 
Christ was the MPF speaker. 
Dale Shaw was installed Nov. 2 
as pastor of the Pequea congrega-
tion, Lancaster, Pa. The bell choir 
performed at Columbia Mennonite 
Church on Nov. 9. •> A financial 
p lann ing seminar Oct . 19 at the 
Ref ton , Pa. , chu rch f o c u s e d on 
estate planning, life insurance, and 
investments. • The Silverdale, Pa., 
church planned an Oct. 24 event at 
Homestead Orchards: maize maze, 
hayride, games, bonfire, and refresh-
ments . H o m e c o m i n g on Oct . 19 
drew 180 friends and members. • 
The This Little Light of Mine child-
care center at the Sky l ine V i e w 
church, Harrisburg, Pa., is now open 
u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of N a n c y 
Cartwright. Barbara Basile profiled 
the work of Shalom House in Har-
risburg during the Oct. 19 service. •» 
Those who brought a friend to Sun-
day school on Oct. 19 at the Sum-
mit View church. New Holland, Pa., 
received free tickets to an all-church 
skate in the evening. 
Canadian Conference 
On Oct. 17-18 the regional meet-
ing of the W o m e n ' s Mis s iona ry 
Auxiliary was hosted by the Bertie 
church, Stevensville, Ont., with Ann 
Jamieson speaking on "Investing for 
Eternity." The Boyle church, St. 
Ann 's , Ont., has a Tuesday after-
noon play group for mothers and 
young children. • The Bridlewood 
congregation, Agincourt, Ont., had a 
six-hour prayer vigil on Oct. 4. •:• 
Mrs. Carol Mitchell began Sept. 7 as 
interim pastor of the Delisle, Sask., 
church. John and Ethel Sider spoke 
about their mission work on Oct. 5. 
The women ' s meeting Oct. 9 at 
the Heise Hill church, Gormley , 
Ont . , w a s on " P r e s e r v i n g Trea -
sures": Kelly Dymert spoke about 
photographs and Donna Edwards 
about relationships. 
In October the Houghton con-
gregation, Langton, Ont., heard ser-
mons on "Raising G-Rated Kids in 
an X-Rated World." • The Kinder-
sley, Sask., church planned a build-
Half-Price Winter Special 
Mennonite Information Center is offering a half-price 
winter evening special for five Wednesday evenings, Jan-
uary 14 to February 11, 1998. 
The feature of the evening will be a 45-minute lecture 
tour of the Hebrew Tabernacle at half the usual rate, starting 
at 7:00 p.m., and followed by time for browsing through the 
center's gift and book shops. Also, the film, Postcards from 
A Heritage of Faith, and the exhibit, Bringing Love to Life, 
will be available. 
This is a special time for families, youth groups, Sunday 
school classes, or other groups to learn more about Old Tes-
tament history and Anabaptist life and thought. 
Reservations may be made for Wednesday evenings start-
ing at 7:00 p.m. Other times and dates are available for large 
groups. Call for minimum group size and other details at 
(717) 299-0954 or Fax (717) 290-1585. Mennonite Informa-
tion Center is located at 2209 Millstream Road, Lancaster, PA 
17602-1494. 
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ing fund garage sale for Oct. 4. •:• 
India was the topic on Oct. 1 when 
John and Ethel Sider visited the 
Massey Place church, Saskatoon, 
Sask. • The Geigers spoke on mis-
sions in Colombia Nov. 23 at the 
Oak Ridges, Ont., church. •:• John 
Gibbons was installed recently as 
assistant pastor of the Orchard 
Creek church, St. Catharines, Ont. 
The seventh anniversary service was 
on the theme, "Count Me In—I'll 
Be There." • Two people were bap-
tized in October into the fellowship 
of the Port Colborne. Ont., con-
gregation. 
An international supper with the 
Hullabaloo comedy team were high-
lights of the 38th anniversary cele-
bration Oct. 18-19 at the Ridge-
mount church, Hamilton, Ont. • 
The Sherkston, Ont., church hosted 
a women's breakfast and seminar 
Nov. 1 with Sue Augustine speak-
ing on "With Wings There Are No 
Barriers." •:• Kathleen Leadley led 
renewal meetings for the Spring-
vale, Ont., congregation, beginning 
with a youth night Nov. 21. •:• The 
Wainfleet, Ont., church recently 
held a family celebration day to 
begin their fall program: Sunday 
school open session, continental 
breakfast, the Covenant Players, 
k ids ' c ampf i r e , and se rmon on 
"Serving for All the Right Rea-
sons." •> On Oct. 17, 35 youth of 
the Wes the ight s congrega t ion , 
K i t c h e n e r , Ont . , a t t e n d e d an 
"Acquire the Fire" convention in 
Newmarket. 
Central Conference 
The Amhers t congrega t ion , 
Massillon, Ohio, recently had two 
tables at the Nov. 14-15 Knights of 
Columbus craft show. •> The Ash-
land, Oh io , c h u r c h hos ted the 
Northeast Ohio singspiration on 
Nov. 30. •> On Oct. 6, 30 persons 
from the Bethel congregation, Mer-
rill, Mich. , a t tended a hayr idge 
sponsored by the youth. Represen-
tatives of the All Tribes Missionary 
Council spoke Oct. 15 about their 
work in Ontario and South Dakota. 
•:• Bishop Byers was the Oct. 8 MPF 
s p e a k e r at the Beu lah C h a p e l 
church, Springfield, Ohio. A Sun-
day school picnic was planned for 
Oct. 11. •:• Wednesday evening fall 
prayer meetings of the Christian 
Union church, Garrett, Ind., moved 
to home settings. A family night 
with hayride, food, and games was 
scheduled for Nov. 1. 
Two "I 'Noah ' Friend" days, 
Oct. 8 and 12, at the Highland 
church, West Milton, Ohio, drew 
over 135 people who enjoyed a pet-
ting zoo and fellowship. •:• On Oct. 
26 the Lakeview congrega t ion , 
Goodr i ch , Mich . , had a pas to r 
appreciation pasta potluck. A silent 
auction was held at the Nov. 9 har-
vest dinner to raise money for a 
hearing impaired system for the 
sanctuary. • The Mooretown con-
gregation, Sandusky, Mich., joined 
with two Free Methodist churches 
to show the video series, "How the 
World Came to Be," beginning Oct. 
5. •:• The drama and music group of 
the Morrison, 111., church pre-
miered on Oct. 22. A hayride and 
bonfire fellowship was planned for 
Oct. 25. 
The youth group of the North-
gate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, 
had a fund raiser Oct. 11-12 at the 
West Milton Heritage Festival. The 
church now hosts a communi ty 
latch-key program. •:• At the Oct. 15 
fel lowship meal of the Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, church, Mary Kinney 
spoke about her ministry in Ken-
tucky. The Sippo Valley church 
recently gave Pastor and Mrs. Her-
shberger two nights at Salt Fork 
Park. Bishop and Mrs. Byers visited 
the congregation on Nov. 9. •:• The 
Valley Chapel church, East Can-
ton, Ohio, recently donated 12 care 
packages for Bosnia through MCC. 
The congregation is enjoying the 
ministry of Chuck and Wanita Bur-
kett . Fred Hol land was guest 
speaker Oct. 19 at the Wooster, 
Ohio, church. 
Midwest Conference 
On the evening of Oct. 12 the 
Rosebank congrega t ion , Hope , 
Kan., studied "The Purpose-Driven 
Church." Jack McClane spoke in the 
Oct. 19 evening service. On Oct. 
26 the Zion congregation, Abilene, 
Kan., had a groundbreaking cere-
mony for their $75,000 building 
project, and an "Abundant Harvest" 
banquet at the senior citizens center 
in Abilene. 
Pacific Conference 
The youth group of the Chino. 
Calif., church recently joined youth 
of the New Community church, 
P h i l l i p s R a n c h , Ca l i f . , fo r an 
evening with speaker Steve Russo 
and the In Depth Worship Band. • 
On Oct. 4 the Pacif ic Highway 
church, Salem, Ore., hosted the 
Northwest Medical Teams dental 
van in c o o p e r a t i o n wi th Lake 
Labish Elementary School. • The 
junior high through adult Sunday 
school classes of the Upland, Calif., 
church met together Oct. 12 to hear 
evangelist Horace Willard. • Bill 
Donner spoke at the Nov. 14-16 
men's retreat of the Walnut. Calif., 
church on the theme "Love One 
Another." 
E.Y. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
10O Years Ago 
December 15, 1897—In "A Christ-
mas Med i t a t ion , " C. H. Balsbaugh 
writes, "Even among professing Chris-
tians many have a Christ so small and 
empty that it cannot be known by their daily life that He is 
superior to Buddha or Confucius or Mohammed. Christ is not 
a myth, and Christianity is not a theory. 'Christ in us the 
hope of glory' is a blessed reality.... He is our life, and in Him 
we have all our motive and power to be holy and labor for the 
rescue and sanctification of others." 
75 Years Ago 
December 11, 1922—Fred Hahn, in "The Prince of 
Peace": "Nineteen centuries ago the most wonderful song 
that ever stirred the air of Heaven proclaimed 'Glory to God 
in the Highest, and on Earth, Peace Good Will to Men.' Peace 
was put above wealth, power, learning, or other things after 
which men grasp. But with the lapse of nearly two millenni-
ums, the world has been moving away from peace until today 
we find race rising against race, nation against nation, and 
class against class.... The dove of peace, like the dove from 
Noah's ark, finds no resting place for the sole of her foot." 
50 Years Ago 
December 22, 1947—E. J. Swalm, writing about the greet-
ing "Merry Christmas": "Has Christ really made you happy? 
If He has, are you doing your utmost to bring that supreme joy 
to others in a sorrow-stricken age? Let us make this a Christ-
mas when as followers of Christ, we will divest ourselves of 
all superficiality and all meaningless platitudes. Let us from 
our hearts express something that will exalt the Christ and 
cheer a disheartened generation." 
25 Years Ago 
December 25, 1972— In "Seasonal Musings," the mis-
sions page editor writes: "Let us ponder the mystery and 
wonder of the Incarnation. Then let us ask the Holy Spirit to 
empower us, sending us forth into the world as Jesus came 
into the world. Listen to Jesus' own characterization of His 
ministry, and then let it be said of us: 'The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he anointed me to preach good tidings to 
the poor: He hath send me to proclaim release to the captives, 
and the recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.'" 
10 Years Ago 
December 1987—H. Frank Kipe, in "Christmas: Is there 
something new to say?": "The prophets, the apostles, the 
angels, and even Jesus himself spoke much more about the 
second coming of Christ than the first. Therefore, my thought 
for you this Christmas is this: may the familiarity of the 
Christmas story not rob us of the privilege and responsibility 
of telling our world that, though Jesus came first to bring us 
peace and salvation, he is coming again to bring judgment and 
eternal destiny for all." 
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Buyer 
beware 
by Philip D. Keefer 
Philip D. Keefer is Director 
of Stewardship for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1 -October 3 1 , 1 9 9 7 
United States 
1997 
Proportionate 1 .749.060 
















Total to Date 2.343.162 2.081.274 311.886 263.909 
Total Budget 3.877.632 3.781.056 
Received to Date 60 .4% 55% 
*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
At the Canadian Conference in April 97, Conference approved anew budget. 
Christmas is approaching and we are being bombarded with catalogues (we must have 
received forty of them in one week). Advertisements on television, over the radio, in news-
papers, on billboards, and anywhere else one can imagine are vying for the billions of dol-
lars that will be spent this Christmas season. 
Many families will buy themselves into debt that will be with them for months to come. 
Some will literally buy themselves into financial ruin. 
Many of us are ignorant of the time and effort businesses spend to get our business and 
therefore, our money. One of the tactics used during my nineteen years in the supermarket 
business was to locate the more profitable items at eye level (known as "buy level"), where 
people were more prone to impulse buying. We would also locate product so as to draw peo-
ple through the store with the idea that they would buy additional items as they found their 
way to what they wanted. The majority of grocery shoppers will buy bread. Have you ever 
been tempted when walking from the entrance to the far end of the store for that loaf of 
bread? 
The antidote against the efforts to entice us to buy is to develop the power to resist 
a purchase. Instead of allowing the goods we purchase and the people from whom we 
make a purchase to have power over us, we can learn to assert our freedom from them. 
As consumers, we must take control of our decision-making. How many times have you 
gone into a fast food franchise only to buy more than you intended because the clerk asked, 
"Would you like some fries with that?" 
Personal selling is something all of us encounter. A car salesperson who doesn't have five 
answers to "I want to think about it" will soon starve. Good salespeople see a customer who 
asks a question about the product or service as giving a "buying signal," so the salesperson 
will increase the pitch that much more. 
Perhaps the most dangerous offering is the unbelievable financing. We've all heard, 
"ninety-days-the-same-as-cash" or "no-interest-financing." Does it ever occur to you that a 
company offering zero interest with no ulterior motive would soon go broke? 
It is alleged that 70 percent of the time, when purchases are made on the basis of nine-
ty-days-same-as-cash, people do not pay for the item within the prescribed period. When that 
happens, the brilliant zero-interest plan turns into the worst financial decision because of the 
total cost of the item. A $1,000 purchase at 24 percent interest (not uncommon for these 
kinds of purchases) for three years, with credit life and disability insurance, will end up cost-
ing at least $1,900. 
There have been a number of times large ticket items have been purchased only to have 
the buyer wake up the next day suffering from an acute case of "buyer remorse. " To be hon-
est, many of us have suffered one time or another from this malady. I know I have. 
What can be done to help the buyer to beware? What can you do in order to be in con-
trol in a purchasing situation rather than being overpowered by the goods or the salesperson? 
First, be aware of the fact that sellers are all working from a profit motive. They have 
structured everything in their favor for the sake of making a profit. 
Second, carefully consider your motives for buying. Why do 
you want or think you need the item? Could you do without it? Do 
you want it for a selfish reason like keeping up with the neighbors? 
Third, take time to make a good decision. My dad always sug-
gested that I not make any major purchasing decision without 
sleeping a night first. Sounds old-fashioned, doesn't it? However, 
more merchants have benefited from quick decisions than have 
buyers. Generally speaking, people from past generations didn't 
make the number of bad buying decisions we make today. 
Ron Blue writes, "Guaranteed financial success involves spend-
ing less than you earn and doing it for a long time." In order to 
spend less than you make for a long time, you will need to devel-
op power over purchase. Power over purchase doesn't come easi-
ly, but it is worth the effort. 
"It is better to be patient than powerful; it is better to have self-
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Southeast Conference 
On Oct. 19 in the morning ser-
vice the Holden Park congregation, 
Orlando, Fla., viewed the video "A 
Man Without Equal." 
Susquehanna Conference 
On Oct . 12-15 Ray W e n g e r 
spoke and sang at the family con-
ference of the Big Valley church, 
Belleville, Pa. • The Pioneer Boys 
of the Carlisle, Pa., church made 
and sold 600 ham sandwiches on 
Oct. 8. •> On Oct. 5, the last Sunday 
with one worship service, the Cedar 
Grove congregation, Mifflintown, 
Pa., had a note-burning ceremony 
for indebtedness on the Christian 
education building. • During a two-
hour 25th anniversary celebration on 
Sept . 28 at the Cedar H e i g h t s 
church, Mill Hall, Pa., 222 people 
enjoyed a video, music, and reflec-
tions by three former pastors. •> The 
members of boards and commis-
sions of the Dillsburg, Pa., church 
had a leadership retreat Oct. 25. 
"Our church—a fami ly" was the 
theme of the Oct. 31—Nov. 2 con-
fe rence with speakers Fred and 
Grace Holland. 
"Life and Love" renewal ser-
vices were led by Warren Hoffman 
at the Fairview church, New Cum-
berland, Pa., Oct. 26-29. Recent 
yard sale profits entirely funded pur-
c h a s e of a new cop ie r . • The 
Grantham, Pa., church is working 
at c l ean ing and res to r ing the i r 
Austin pipe organ. A Chancel Choir 
concert was Oct. 12. •:• The Messiah 
Village congregation, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., received five new mem-
bers Oct. 5. The church collected 
study Bibles recently to send to 
Africa. • On Oct. 26 the Redland 
Valley church, York Haven, Pa., 
hosted God 's Kid's Puppet Team 
from Manchester, Md., as a com-
munity outreach in cooperation with 




Basore: Allison Lynn, Sept. 15; 
Rick and Angela (George) Basore. 
Rosebank congregation, Kan. 
Coldsmith: Sarah Lynn, Sept. 
16; Joseph and April (Bruso) Cold-
smith, Chambersburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Edwards: Ashton James, Sept. 
23; Lance and Elizabeth (Brandt) 
Edwards, Manor/Dillsburg congre-
gations, Pa. 
Everett: Cody Wyatt, July 26; 
Brad ley and R h o n d a ( A d a m s ) 
Everett, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Hoffman: Janae Grace, Oct. 24; 
Andrew and Kathy (Ulery) Hoff-
man, Elizabethtown congregation, 
Pa. 
Johnson: Gabrielle Marie, Oct. 
5; Tracy and Tonya (Kauffman) 
Johnson, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Kinser: Carter Reed, Oct. 1; 
Har ry and C o n n i e ( D o u t r i c h ) 
Kinser, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Ocker: Janine Nicole, Sept. 19; 
C l i f f o r d and Ce l ina (Gearhar t ) 
Ocker, Montgomery congregation, 
Pa. 
Partington: Shelby Rae Ann, 
Sept. 28; Rob and Kim (Kizul) Part-
ington, Orchard Creek congregation, 
Ont. 
Rohrer: Kara Marie, Oct. 3; 
G r e g o r y and J e n n i f e r (Sh i rk ) 
Rohrer, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Shay: Ciara Aislinn, Oct. 10; 
Patrick and Laura (Sanders) Shay, 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Smith: Hannah Mary, Sept. 4; 
Bruce and Penny (Kiss) Smith, 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Coldsmith - Strite: Lora Jean, 
daughter of James and Ada Strite, 
Chambersburg , Pa., and Shawn 
David, son of Clifford and Faye 
Coldsmith, Shippensburg, Pa., Sept. 
27, at Chambersburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Reuben C. 
Coldsmith and Rev. Kevin Witter 
officiating. 
Derr - Greaser: Susan Greaser, 
Harleysville, Pa., and John Derr, 
Lansdale, Pa., Oct. 19, at Hidden 
Springs Community Clubhouse with 
Rev. Frederick L. Geib officiating. 
Farrow - Smith: Tina Lynn, 
d a u g h t e r of D e n n i s and L i n d a 
Smith, Greencastle, Pa., and John 
Eugene III, son of Gene and Diane 
Farrow, St. Thomas, Pa., Sept. 20, at 
Antrim Assembly of God with Rev. 
Rodger Berkey officiating. 
Houck - Wi l l iamson: Hope 
Noelle, daughter of Dennis and Judy 
Will iamson, Holtwood, Pa., and 
John Daniel II, son of J. Daniel and 
Sharon Houck, Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 
13, at Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J. Daniel Houck 
and Rev. Tim Keller officiating. 
Lund - Balanian: Nathalie, of 
Crystal Beach, Ont., daughter of 
Jean Balanian and Claudia Balanian, 
and John Bradley, son of Robert and 
Joanne Lund, Ridgeway, Ont., Sept. 
13, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ 
C h u r c h wi th Rev . L e o n a r d J. 
Chester officiating. 
McMichael - Bleacher: Wendy 
S., daughter of H. Kenneth and 
Linda Bleacher, Millersville, Pa., 
and Jay E., son of John and Miriam 
Meet a 
weight watcher ... 
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McMichael, Willow Street, Pa., and 
the late Shirley McMichael, Oct. 11, 
at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. J. Daniel Houck and Rev. 
Wayde V. Atwell officiating. 
S m i t h - N i g h : K a r e n J o a n , 
d a u g h t e r of A r n o l d and M r l e n e 
Nigh, Springvale, Ont.. and Jason 
Ke i th , son of D o n a l d and Be t ty 
Smi th , S i m c o e , Ont . , May 3, at 
Emmanuel Bible Church with Rev. 
Robert Snell officiating. 
Stahl - Lockard: Janet Barnum 
Lockard, York Haven, Pa., and Jack 
Lemar Stahl, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
Sept. 20, at the home of the bride 
with Rev. Charles L. Lehman offi-
ciating. 
Vaclavik - Sweigard: Cheryl 
D., daughter of William and Grace 
Swe iga rd , M i l l e r s b u r g , Pa . , and 
Steven R., son of Richard and Patsy 
Vaclavik, Millersburg, Sept. 27, at 
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Edwin Kessler officiat-
ing. 
Obituaries 
Climenhage: Cecil Jesse Cli-
menhage, born Oct. 2. 1912, son of 
J e s s and M a r i e C l i m e n h a g e . in 
Stevensville, Ont., died Sept. 30. 
P r e c e d i n g h i m in d e a t h w e r e a 
brother, Claude; and a sister, Elsie 
Olmstead. Surviving are his wife, 
Gladys; three daughters, Nancy Sey-
mour , Karen Ash ley , and Verda 
Orth; six grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; and a sister, Margaret 
Winger. Cecil had farmed and deliv-
ered milk by horse and wagon. He 
was a member of the Sherkston con-
gregation, Ont., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Ross Nigh and 
Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating. 
Interment was in the Bertie church 
cemetery. 
Cober: James Bjorkgren Cober, 
b o r n A p r . 6 , 1996 , in R a k o p s , 
Botswana, Africa, died Sept. 24 (see 
notices of his parents below). Sur-
viving are a sister, Sorina; grand-
parents, James and Doris Cober and 
Fred and Joan Bjorkgren; and sev-
eral aunts and uncles. The service 
was in the W a t e r l o o M e n n o n i t e 
Brethren Church with Rev. Harvey 
Sider and Rev. Paul Kiss officiat-
ing. 
Cober: Sandra Beth Bjorkgren 
Cober, born Dec. 24, 1966, in Long 
Island, New York, daughter of Fred 
and Joan Bjorkgren, died Sept. 24. 
Surviving are her daughter, Sorina; a 
sister, Randi Corkey; and a brother, 
Danny. She had married Timothy 
Cober on Dec. 14, 1991. They were 
self-supporting missionaries among 
the people of the Kalahari dessert 
beginning in 1993, and later faculty 
members at Shashe Bible Training 
College. Sandi had ministry among 
the teenage girls and women in the 
community. The funeral service was 
held in Waterloo Mennonite Breth-
ren Church with Rev. Harvey Sider 
and Rev. Paul Kiss officiating. Inter-
ment was in Rosebank Cemetery. 
Cober: Timothy Kent Cober , 
born Oct. 16, 1967, in Bihar, India, 
son of James and Doris Cober, died 
Sept. 24. Surviving are his parents, 
two sisters. Sheila Anderson and 
Wendy Cober; a brother, Chris; a 
daughter, Sorina; and grandmothers, 
Olivia Cober and Sara Lehman. Tim 
spent his first 11 years in India, and 
later attended Niagara Christian Col-
lege and Messiah College. He met 
Sandi at Messiah College, where he 
sensed a strong call to mission work. 
H e w e n t in 1990 w i t h M C C to 
Botswana, l iving primitively and 
becoming proficient in the language. 
Later he taught at Shashe Bible 
Training College and tutored hun-
dreds by correspondence, sharing 
his strong dependence on the Lord. 
Tim was a member of the West-
h e i g h t s c o n g r e g a t i o n , Ont . The 
funeral was held at Waterloo Men-
nonite Brethren Church with Rev. 
Harvey Sider and Rev. Paul Kiss 
officiating. Interment was in Rose-
bank Cemetery. 
Horton: Mary K. Horton, born 
in July 1909 in Duntroon, Ont., died 
Oct. 5. Her husband, Clifford Hor-
ton, died in 1987. Surviving are 3 
daughters, Blanche Pollard, Donna 
Borby, and Mary Rowell; 2 sons, 
David and Mahlon; 10 grandchil-
dren; and 10 great-grandchildren. 
Mary was a longtime member and 
Sunday school teacher at the Boyle 
church, Ont. Rev. Gordon Gilmore 
and Rev. Darryn Colp conducted the 
funeral service. Interment was in 
Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Gault: James J. Gault. born May 
1, 1939, in Janesville, Pa., son of 
Clyde Lee and Margaret E. Burley 
Gault, died Oct. 20. Surviving are a 
sister , Ba rba ra Ridgen ; and two 
brothers. Ronn and C. Lenny. He 
was a member of the Blandburg 
congregation. Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. C. Lenny Gault 
officiating. Interment was in Blair 
Memorial Park. 
Lutz: Barbara K. Heisey Lutz, 
born Jan. 6, 1903, daughter of Enos 
M. and Lizzie K. Kauffman Heisey, 
died Oct. 4. Preceding her in death 
were her husband, Cyrus G. Lutz; a 
brother, Earl Heisey; and a sister, 
Irene Heisey. Surviving are a foster 
son, S. Paul Sides; four grandchil-
dren; seven great-grandchildren; and 
two sisters, Esther Baker and Ruth 
Heisey. Before marriage, Barbara 
taught school, and summer Bible 
school in Virginia. Later she served 
with Cyrus as pastoral couple of the 
Refton, Bethel (Va.), Pequea, and 
Carland (Mich.) churches. She con-
ducted JOY Clubs for children, and 
was a creative homemaker. She and 
Cyrus moved to Mess iah Village 
and she remained there after he died 
in 1991. She was a member of the 
Pequea congregation. Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Gerald 
Wingert and Rev. Martha Lady offi-
ciating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Shelley: Deo Webster Shelley, 
born May 14, 1919, in Darke Co., 
Ohio, son of Chalmer and Nancy 
Reichard Shelley, died Aug. 30. A 
b r o t h e r , L l o y d ; a n d a s i s t e r , 
Kathryn, preceded him in death. He 
was a dedicated member and sup-
porter of the Highland congregation, 
Ohio, in prayer and finances. The 
funeral was at the Kreitzer Funeral 
H o m e wi th Rev . Ea rnes t W e b e r 
officiating. Interment was in Mote 
Cemetery. 
Thrush: Donald E. Thrush, born 
July 7, 1929, in Franklin Co., Pa., 
son of Samuel and Elizabeth Diehl 
Thrush, died Sept. 25. Surviving are 
his wife. Bertha L. (Wingert); four 
sons, Curtis A., Clair W „ Dean E„ 
and Lane I.; a daughter, Wanda L. 
Lehman; nine grandchildren; three 
brothers, Arthur, Samuel, and Ken-
n e t h ; and t h r e e s i s t e r s , M a r i e 
Wingert, Pauline Burkholder, and 
Nancy Mellinger. He was a mem-
ber of the Mt. Rock congregation, 
Pa., where he was a deacon, trea-
surer, and Sunday school teacher. 
He was a fo rmer m e m b e r of the 
Board for Evangelism and Church 
Planting of the Allegheny Confer-
ence. Donald had served in short-
term mission service in the Bronx, 
Russia, San Franc i so , Honduras , 
Nicaragua, and Belize. He was on 
the board of directors of Children 's 
Bible Mission at Camp Joy-El. At 
his death he was t reasurer of the 
Franklin Co. Career and Technology 
Center , and was a f o r m e r b o a r d 
member. For 12 years he served on 
the board of directors of the Ship-
pensburg Area School District. The 
service was at Mt. Rock with Rev. 
Lynn Thrush, Rev. Lloyd Zimmer-
man, and Rev. Robert Murr officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Air Hill 
cemetery. 
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Brethren in Christ 1999 
VISION CALENDAR 
Photography Contest 
Theme: "Celebrating God's Love" 
First Prize: $50 and cover location 
Second Prize: $25 
Third Prizes (10 photos): $10 
Photographs will be selected by a panel on the basis of: 
a. Technical quality 
b. Creativity 
c. Representation of one or more areas of calendar theme 
Rules of the contest: 
a. Color prints or slides 
b. Put your name and address on each photo 
c. Maximum of four entries per photographer 
d. Photographs must be horizontal format 
Deadline is May 1, 1998 
Send entries to: 
Brethren in Christ Vision Photo Contest 
Evangel Press 
2000 Evangel Way, P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Note: Submission of a photograph(s) in the contest implies that the entrant 
owns the photograph(s) and, if selected as a winner, gives authorization to 
Evangel Press to print the photograph(s) in the 1998 Brethren in Christ Vision 
Calendar. Evangel Press assumes no responsibility for the return of pho-
tographs to the entrant. 
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Locust Grove "closes 
On Sunday, September 28, 1997, the 
117-year-old Locust Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church initiated the first stage of a 
close-and-restart. This is a procedure in 
which typically a smaller congregation 
has decided that the best future for the 
church and the area it serves would be to 
begin a brand new church. The "restart" 
church then follows the path of a confer-
ence church planting with a new church 
planting pastor and a congregation made 
up of some of the people of the original 
church along with a majority of newer 
people. 
The congregation of Locust Grove cel-
ebrated in worship together for its final 
time, with faith and hope that seeds were 
Jesus. We now wait on the Lord to do 
great and mighty things in the York area 
through a new Brethren in Christ church 
which is planned for next year. Please 
keep this church planting in your prayers. 
and restarts" 
sown for a new Breth-
ren in C h r i s t c h u r c h 
p l an t i ng in the York 
area in the near future. 
The " c o m m e n c e m e n t 
service," as Pastor John 
M e l h o r n c a l l e d it, 
focused on God's great-
ness and our hope in 
him. He challenged the 
congregat ion to com-
mence the "next chap-
ter" of their lives with the power of the 
Holy Spirit and the attitude of forgive-
ness. 
The small congregation, enlarged by 
friends of the past to about 50 people, 
shared together how Locust 
Grove had ministered to them 
over the years. Bishop John 
H a w b a k e r , f o r m e r B i s h o p 
Frank Kipe, and two former 
pastors; the Rev. Herbert Hart-
m a n and the Rev . G e o r g e 
B u n d y , g a v e p o s i t i v e and 
encouraging words. The service 
closed with the congregation 
encircl ing the sanctuary and 
singing praises to the name of 
Every day, Amani Jouda weighs malnour-
ished babies. She is the only nutritionist 
among the 1 million Palestinians of the 
Gaza Strip. Health workers there watch 
Gazans' diets worsen due to Gaza's political 
problems and 50 percent unemployment. 
"Some families don't have enough money to 
buy food. Some mothers don't know what 
to feed an infant or introduce solid foods 
too early," says Amani. 
An MCC scholarship helped Amani receive 
a master's degree. Now, in addition to 
watching infants' weights, this MCC partner 
is working with the Palestinian Ministry of 




Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500. Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 (717)859-3889 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 261-6381 
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Wesleyan Holiness Women 
Clergy International conference 
set for San Antonio, April '98 
by Janet M. Peifer 
Dr. Susie Stanley, Professor of His-
torical Theology at Messiah College, 
has seen one of her dreams come true 
in the format ion of the Wesleyan 
Holiness Women Clergy Internation-
al. A group of women worked with 
Dr. Stanley to offer the first confer-
ence in April 1994 in Glorieta, N.M., 
with 400 (mostly women) in atten-
dance. The 1996 conference grew in 
participation to 550 when it was held 
in Indianapolis, Ind. The third bi-
annual "Come to the Water Confer-
ence" will be held in San Antonio, 
Texas, from April 23-26, 1998. 
The mission and purpose of the 
Wesleyan Holiness Women Clergy 
International is to equip and encour-
age divinely-called women in voca-
tional ministry and professional lead-
ership positions. Currently, there are 
seven sponsor ing denominat ions , 
each of which has a representative on 
the planning committee. The Brethren 
in Christ Church is the newest spon-
sor with the approval of the Leader-
ship Council in 1996. Janet M. Peifer, 
Associate Pastor of the Messiah Vil-
lage Church, serves as the Brethren in 
Christ representative. Other denomi-
nations are Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind; Church of the Nazarene; Evan-
Arthur Climenhaga 
receives first annual 
Menno Simons Award 
Arthur M. Climenhaga recently 
rece ived the f i rs t annual M e n n o 
Simons Award for Distinguished Ser-
vice. The award was presented by the 
Board of Directors of the Evangelical 
Anabaptist Fellowship at the fellow-
ship's annual meeting, held Sept. 26 
at the Rockville Mennonite Church, 
Honey Brook, Pa. 
Dr. Climenhaga was recognized 
gelical Friends International; Free 
Methodist Church; The Salvation 
Army; and The Wesleyan Church. 
The conference is endorsed by the 
Christian Holiness Partnership and 
the Wesleyan Theological Society. 
Janet states, "This is an invigorat-
ing and enriching group of clergy-
women to work with. The cama-
raderie felt among these women of 
var ied b a c k g r o u n d s 
who diligently work in 
their denominational 
groups to model and 
e n c o u r a g e min i s t ry 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s fo r 
women is beau t i fu l . 
The g roup of n ine 
women meets twice 
between conferences 
for three days each to 
evaluate the past con-
f e r e n c e and m a k e 
plans for the upcoming 
one. Because the women come from 
across the United States, e-mail has 
greatly expedited the monumental 
task of planning between those two 
important gatherings. 
The organization has a growing 
number of women who choose to be 
members in the organization for a bi-
for his service "to the Kingdom of 
God and the cause of Evangelical 
Anabaptism" in his varied roles as 
president of Upland College and 
Messiah College, his service as sem-
inary professor, missionary in Zim-
babwe and Zambia, his various roles 
as denominational leader, his service 
as Executive Director of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, and for 
being "author, preacher, mentor, and 
friend." 
Arthur and his wife Lona are resi-
dents of Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. 
annual membership fee of $25. A high 
quality web site can now be accessed 
for important information about the 
upcoming conference and for re-
sources available regarding women in 
ministry. (The web address is: http:// 
www.messiah.edu/hpages/facstaff / 
sstanley/home.htm) 
The 1998 conference will provide a 
well-balanced offering of practical 
workshops and highly inspirational 
worship services. Lucille Wingert, 
Brethren in Christ musician, will pro-
vide the piano accompaniment for 
three of the worship services. Rev. 
Martha Starr, Associate Pastor at the 
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, 
will lead the workshop on "Time 
Management, Fami-
ly, and Work." Be-
cause the 1998 con-
ference will be held 
in Texas , spec ia l 
a t t en t ion wi l l be 
g iven to H i s p a n i c 
ministries and to our 
Hispanic/Latino sis-
ters who offer pas-
toral leadership. The 
Saturday night wor-
ship service will fea-
ture the richness of 
Hispanic and Latino music, singing, 
and worship styles. 
The con fe rences are pr imar i ly 
planned for women serving in a pro-
fessional capacity in a ministerial 
position, ordained or licensed minis-
ters, women students of all ages in 
preparation for ministry, and those 
who are assessing God's call on their 
l ives for pas tora l min is t ry . Your 
prayers on behalf of the planning 
committee and the conference itself 
will be greatly appreciated. For a con-
ference brochure or for more infor-
mation about the organization contact 
Janet Peifer or Susie Stanley. 
Janet Peifer 
1341 Asper Drive 
Boiling Springs, PA 17007 
E-mail: Jpeifer@aol.com 
Dr. Susie Stanley 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 17027 
E-mail: sstanley@mcis.messiah. 
edu ^ 
The mission and pur-
pose of the Wesleyan 
Holiness Women 
Clergy International is 
to equip and encourage 
divinely-called women 
in vocational ministry 
and professional 
leadership positions. 
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MCC U.S. Commentary 
Life after RFRA; Supreme Court 
overturns Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act 
by Karl Shelly 
During the summer of 1997, the 
U.S. Supreme Court struck down the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA) by a 6-3 vote. It ruled that 
Congress lacked the power to enact 
the 1993 law. 
RFRA required states to adapt laws 
as much as possible to accommodate 
people of faith. For example, if a state 
prohibited the wearing of hats in 
school, RFRA would have allowed 
people who wear head coverings for 
religious purposes—such as some 
Jews, M u s l i m s and Mennon i t e 
women—to do so, unless the state 
could show a very good reason for 
including them. Without RFRA, a 
school principal can enforce the "no 
hat" law against religious adherents. 
Overruling RFRA threatens more 
than just those who wear head cover-
ings. Every religious practice that 
potentially conflicts with secular val-
ues is threatened. As happened in the 
years preceding RFRA, church soup-
kitchens may be closed for violating 
zoning laws, religiously affiliated hos-
pitals may lose accreditation for refus-
ing to perform abortions, and Chris-
tians who object to loyalty oaths may 
find they are denied state employ-
ment. 
"Every church and synagogue, 
every religious person in America is 
going to be hurt by this decision," said 
Oliver Thomas, counsel on religious 
liberty for the National Council of 
Churches. "They just don't know it 
yet." 
Justice Sandra Day O'Conner, in 
her dissenting opinion, argued that the 
Court's recent reduction of religious 
liberty departs from this country's 
longstanding deference to religious 
freedom. She specifically cited the 
17th- and 18th-century Mennonites 
whose refusal "on religious grounds 
to carry arms" in the military was 
accommodated by the state despite 
the "high public cost" of doing so. 
Now, after the RFRA decision, states 
need not oblige minority religions 
whose practices get in the way. 
Some members of Congress and a 
diverse coalition of faith groups are 
exploring the options for restoring 
religious freedom. Both legislative 
and constitutional remedies are being 
considered. 
Will Brethren in Christ and Men-
nonites make their voice heard in this 
public debate? There was a time 
when religious freedom through sep-
aration of church and state was seen 
as a central part of our Anabaptist 
legacy. Now many Anabaptists, I sus-
pect, would neither recognize nor cel-
ebrate this distinction. Having gained 
a certain level of societal acceptance, 
we've had little reason to reflect on 
religious persecution in the United 
States. However, perhaps this recent 
Supreme Court decision will serve to 
rouse our historical religious liberty 
passions. 
Karl S. Shelly is a legislative associate 
with the MCC U.S. Washington Office. 
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Ernest L. Boyer, Sr. 
To recognize its most distinguished 
alumnus and trustee—noted educator Dr. 
Ernest L. Boyer, Sr. [1928-1995]—Mes-
siah College will establish The Boyer 
Center for Advanced Studies, Messiah 
College President Rodney J. Sawatsky 
announced recently. "Educator, leader 
and scholar, Dr. Boyer was a giant on 
the national and international education 
scene," said Sawatsky. "His creative 
ideas about teaching and learning ani-
mated all levels of education. We are 
delighted to provide the home for Dr. 
Boyer's rich and enduring legacy." 
Establishing a comprehensive collec-
tion of Dr. Boyer's papers, the Center 
will facilitate scholarship and projects 
which advance his ideas and contribu-
tions. The CenterV activities will com-
mence with a national conference on 
"The Boyer Legacy: Prospects for a New 
Century" slated for June 4-6, 1998, at 
the Hershey Lodge and Convention Cen-
ter in Hershey, Pa. Copies of the "Call for 
Papers" are available from the Boyer 
Center. 
At the time of his death in December 
1995, Ernest L. Boyer, Sr. was one of 
the most influential educators in Ameri-
ca. As chancellor of SUNY (1970-77), 
U.S. commissioner of education (1977-
79) and later as the president of the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching (1979-95), he was a 
national and international champion of 
educational reform. Boyer, who holds a 
record 140 honorary doctorates, served 
five presidents in various consultative 
roles. He authored dozens of articles and 
innovative books including: College: The 
Undergraduate Experience in America; 
The Basic School: A Community for 
Learning; and Scholarship Reconsid-
ered: Priorities of the Professoriate. His 
ideas shaped international thinking about 
education through a regular column in 
the London Times and through various 
initiatives with other nations including 
the People's Republic of China. He grad-
uated from Messiah College in 1948 and 
served as a one-time chair and a member 
of the Messiah College Board of 
Trustees for many years. 
"We confidently entrust Ernie 's 
papers and vision to Messiah College," 
said Boyer's wife, Kathryn G. Boyer. 
"We have great esteem for Messiah Col-
lege, as did Ernie. The Boyer Family 
pledges its full support in establishing a 
center for scholarship that will bear the 
name and extend the vision of Ernest L. 
Boyer, Sr." Mrs. Boyer currently serves 
as a member of the Board of Trustees at 
Messiah College. 
"We are very pleased that Messiah 
College is establishing a Boyer Center 
for Advanced Studies. This will provide 
an excellent platform for, among other 
things, a continued study of ethics and 
values in education. I'm confident that 
Ernie would have been delighted," said 
Dr. Lee Shulman, president of The 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching. 
The Center will receive counsel and 
direction from a 15- to 20-member 
national advisory board, appointed by 
Messiah College President Rodney 
Sawatsky, and will operate under the 
guidance of the Messiah College Board 
of Trustees. 
Dr. Donald Kraybill, provost of Mes-
siah College, is overseeing the develop-
ment of the Center. He will be assisted 
by Dr. Charlotte Kroeker, executive 
director of the Boyer project, who will 
guide the development of the Center. Dr. 
Kroeker is a former college professor 
and recent director of development at 
Whitworth College in Spokane, Wash. 
Additional staffing for the Center will 
eventually include a grants writer, 
administrative assistant, and support 
staff. 
Dr. Kroeker will direct a financial 
campaign to raise the funds for a perma-
nent facility. Meanwhile, the Boyer Cen-
ter will operate out of an existing facili-
ty on the Messiah College campus. Per-
manent facilities will include: adminis-
trative offices; meeting rooms for semi-
nars, conferences, lectures, and recep-
tions; a public gallery that interprets the 
life and contribution of Dr. Boyer; as 
well as an archival facility to house his 
papers. 
Ernest L. Boyer, Sr., 1928-1995 
The Center will advance the major 
themes and values woven throughout 
Boyer's work and writings, including: 
• creative approaches to teaching, 
learning and scholarship; 
• innovative and stimulating learning 
environments; 
• holistic understandings of the seam-
less web of education; 
• strong connections between: aca-
demic disciplines, cocurricular pro-
grams, teaching and scholarship, service 
and learning, faith and reason, values and 
technology, school and society; 
• the values of character, service, 
inclusiveness, community and common 
experiences that build bridges between 
diverse peoples; and 
• the unique role of private residential 
colleges. 
To accomplish its purpose, the Center 
will: 
• house Boyer's correspondence, 
papers, publications, speeches, and 
memorabilia; 
• create an international resource cen-
ter for scholars and educators inspired 
by Boyer's work; 
• facilitate scholarship which inter-
prets and advances Boyer's creative 
ideas; and 
• promote projects and events that 
enhance excellence and innovation in 
education. 
Organizing a variety of workshops, 
seminars, colloquia, and conferences on 
topics of interest to educators and schol-
ars across the country, the Center will 
support its own projects, as well as affil-
iate projects, which will be directed by 
individual scholars or teams of scholars 
from other colleges and universities. 
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mSOpen ing the 
W Word of Life 
Look ing at Doing "Good" 
There is a psychological hazard that 
will ensnare us this Christmas season if 
we're not careful: it is getting built up 
for a let-down. This doesn't happen 
after Easter or Thanksgiving—it hap-
pens after Christmas. Why? Because of 
what one person calls "the crazies." We 
let ourselves go, removing the restraints. 
We don't simply enjoy the holidays; we 
turn them into a fetish. We can easily 
lose all sense of a world outside of our 
own, forgetting those people outside the 
boundaries of our world, and we careen 
into our own stuff which ends up leav-
ing us flat. Charles Swindoll said, 
"Enjoy the 25th, but not at the expense 
of the 26th." Here's more wise counsel 
from the Apostle Paul (NASB): 
Galatians 6:10: "while we have 
opportunity let us do good to all 
men." 
1 Thessalonians 5:15: "seek after that 
which is good for one another and 
all men." 
1 Tim. 6:17-18: "Instruct those who 
are rich in this present world...to 
do good, to be rich in good works, 
to be generous and ready to share." 
The word translated "good" in Gal. 
6:10 and 1 Thess. 5:15 is the word 
agathos, which means deeds or acts 
which are practically and morally good. 
These are deeds which benefit others. In 
1 Timothy 6:18, the first occurrence of 
the word good is agathoergein ("to 
work good") and the second is kalos, 
which primarily means "beautiful" but 
also has in it the idea of usefulness. 
The application is that there is some-
one else to give to this Christmas other 
than your own (see Heb. 13:1-3). There 
are needs far removed from those peo-
ple who live within the walls of your 
home, and it's easy to forget them. 
Because we often do forget, I want to 
tell you the true story that Nancy Gaven 
wrote several years ago called "For the 
man who hated Christmas." 
It's just a small white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christ-mas tree—no name, no identifica-
tion, no inscription. It has peeked 
through the branches of our tree for the 
past 10 years or so. It all began because 
my husband, Mike, hated Christmas. 
Oh not the true meaning of Christmas, 
but the commercial aspects of it. The 
overspending, the frantic running around 
at the last minute to get a tie for 
Uncle Harry and the dusting powder for 
Grandma—gifts given in desperation 
because you couldn't think of anything 
else. 
Knowing he felt this way, I decided 
one year to bypass the usual shirts, 
sweaters, ties, and so forth, and reach 
for something special just for Mike. The 
inspiration came in an unusual way. Our 
son, Kevin, who was 12 that year, was 
wrestling at the junior league level at 
the school he attended, and shortly 
before Christmas there was a non-
league match between Kevin's team and 
a team sponsored by an inner-city 
church. 
The youngsters from the inner-city 
team were dressed in uniforms consist-
ing of ill-fitting shorts, hole-punctured 
t-shirts, and sneakers so ragged that the 
shoe strings seemed to be the only thing 
holding them together. They presented a 
sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy 
blue and gold uniforms and sparkling 
new wrestling shoes. As the match 
began, I was alarmed to see that the 
other team was wrestling without head 
gear—a kind of light helmet designed 
to protect a wrestler's ears. It was a lux-
ury the ragtag team obviously could not 
afford. 
Well, we ended up walloping them. 
We won every match, took every weight 
class. And as each of their boys got up 
from the mat, he swaggered around in 
his tatters with false bravado—a kind of 
street pride that could not acknowledge 
defeat. Mike, seated beside me, shook 
his head sadly. "I wish just one of them 
could have won," he said. "They have a 
lot of potential, but losing like this 
could take the heart right out of them." 
Mike loved kids—all kids. He knew 
them from having coached little league 
football, baseball, and lacrosse. That's 
when the idea for his Christmas present 
came. 
That afternoon I went to a local 
sporting goods store and bought an 
assortment of wrestling headgear and 
shoes and sent them anonymously to 
the inner-city church. On Christmas eve 
I placed the envelope on the tree—a 
note inside telling Mike what I had 
done and that this was his gift from me. 
Mike's smile was the brightest thing 
about Christmas that year and in suc-
ceeding years. For each Christmas I fol-
lowed the tradition. One year I sent a 
group of mentally challenged young-
sters to a hockey game and another, I 
sent a check to a pair of elderly brothers 
whose home had burned to the ground a 
week before Christmas, and on and on. 
The envelope became the highlight 
of our Christmas. It was always the last 
thing opened on Christmas morning— 
and our three sons, ignoring their new 
toys, would stand with wide-eyed antic-
ipation as their dad lifted the envelope 
from the tree to reveal its contents. As 
the children grew, the toys gave way to 
more practical presents, but the enve-
lope never lost its allure. 
The story doesn't end there. You see, 
we lost Mike last year to cancer. And 
when Christmas rolled around, I was 
still so wrapped in grief I barely got the 
tree up. But Christmas eve found me 
placing an envelope on the tree. And in 
the morning it was joined by three 
more. Each of our children, unbe-
knownst to the others, had placed an 
envelope on the tree for their dad. The 
tradition had grown'and someday will 
expand even further when our grand-
children, standing around the tree with 
wide-eyed anticipation, will watch as 
their fathers take down the envelope. 
Mike's spirit, like the Christmas spirit, 
will always be with us. 
What are you doing at Christ-mas time for someone totally unrelated to your own fami-
ly? Completely outside the circle? Sure-
ly you know of at least one person in 
real need. Make that a part of your 
Christmas. It will do something to 
shield you from a let-down this season. 
Rick Mailloux has written "Opening the 
Word of Life " since the column's inception in 
October 1995, but has asked for a reprieve 
from the monthly writing assignment which 
he has done so well. Edwin Kessler, pastor of 
the Free Grace congregation in Millersburg, 
Pa., will take over the column with the Jan-
uary 1998 issue. 
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•iscipleship for the Century 
The Word made flesh 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
During Advent our attention is fre-
quently drawn to the concept that God 
came to the world by taking on human 
form in the person of Jesus. "The 
Word was made f lesh and dwel t 
among us" is the declaration of the 
Apostle John. 
It 's amazing that God should do 
this—that he would choose to bring 
his perfection to humans by adopting 
the limitations of humanness. But 
though we can't fully fathom it, we 
rejoice in the truth of the Incarnation, 
for it opens the possibility that we can 
be restored to right relationship with 
God. 
In their presentation at the recent 
Conference on Church and Culture, 
sponsored by the Center for Brethren 
in Christ Studies, Rod and Gwen 
White explained that one of their 
guiding principles in taking the gospel 
to inner city Philadelphia is the belief 
that we, the church, are the continuing 
incarnation of God—the expression 
of God in human form. 
This is not ftrsuggest that the 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contr ibut ions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
You may send your responses by 
e-mail to "Readers Respond" or "Dia-
logue" at this address: eph@tln.net. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Chris t 
Church or this periodical. 
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church can accomplish remission of 
sins. That was done by Jesus on the 
cross. But it does remind us that we, 
the church, are the continuing human 
demonstrat ion of God, the means 
whereby he is revealing himself to the 
world. Changed by the Holy Spirit, 
we become God's children, and "par-
ticipate in the divine nature" (2 Peter 
1:4). 
We are God's present embodiment 
on earth. To us he has given the min-
istry of reconciliation of mankind to 
himself. He enables us for this task 
by g iv ing the Holy Spir i t . G O D 
WITH US. What a mystery! What a 
gi f t ! What a privilege! When the 
world looks at us, what picture of God 
do they see? 
On nonviolence and 
becoming a Christian 
In a "Reader's Response" (Septem-
ber 1997) to the June "Discipleship 
for the 21st Century" column, Wilma 
Young raises the question: "How does 
becoming a Christian depend on one's 
view of non-violence?" Sister Young 
proceeds to suggest "...it has little to 
do with salvation." I would like to 
explain the basis for a different per-
spective. 
Permit me to draw attention to 
Matthew 5:43-48, where the words of 
Jesus offer commentary relevant to 
the question. Here Jesus enjoins us 
that instead of hating our enemies (the 
common human attitude), we should 
love them and pray for our persecu-
tors, and we are to do this "that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven" 
(v. 45). We are to be perfect, even as 
our Father in heaven is perfect—he 
loves and does good to his enemies. 
I've checked the rendering of verse 
45 in 7 versions or paraphrases. Four 
of them use "that you may be." TEV 
uses "so that you will become . " 
Williams renders it "to prove that you 
are." The Living paraphrase reads "In 
that way you will be acting as true 
sons..." 
In light of this declaration by Jesus, 
it s eems r e a s o n a b l e — i f not in-
escapable—to conclude that embrac-
ing of nonviolence is intimately relat-
ed, or more likely, essential, to becom-
ing God ' s child. Dare we skip or 
ignore or declare irrelevant this rather 
clear word of our Lord? 
I don't think we should go so far as 
to say that embracing nonviolence is 
the mechanism by which new birth is 
wrought within us, although the word-
ing could lead to that conclusion. We 
understand from other passages that 
regeneration is brought about by the 
Holy Spirit in response to the individ-
ual who accepts Jesus' death as atone-
ment for his own sins, and believes in 
Jesus ' resurrection f rom the dead. 
This acceptance and belief includes 
confessing him publicly as Master and 
Lord, which implies acceptance of and 
obedience to his teachings, as Jesus 
himself details. 
Jesus is teaching us that a religious 
profession or experience which does 
not redo one's attitudes to the level of 
loving and doing good to enemies (see 
especially KJV and the text note in 
NIV) fails to qualify one as a child of 
God. Love of enemy, while not the 
mechanism of new birth, is part of the 
content. 
God will judge whether professing 
persons who reject non-violence and 
participate in deeds intended to harm 
enemies, thereby failing to qualify as 
God 's children, are born again, or 
have received "salvation." His revela-
tion to us through Jesus Christ will be 
the standard. 
We must leave lots of room for 
God ' s grace. We must a lso leave 
allowance for growth of persons who 
place their faith in Jesus, unaware of 
all his teachings. But why are so many 
Christians unaware for so long—fre-
quently for their entire Christian pil-
grimage—of Jesus' teaching of non-
violence? And once aware, why do 
many ignore or reject it? The church is 
much less than it should and could be, 
because so many fail or decline to 
receive the full measure of new birth. 
Samuel M. Brubaker, a physician living in 





The Word became a human person 
and lived for a while among us. This 
truth becomes more and more amaz-
ing to me as the years go by. I remem-
ber the 1988 General Conference in 
California, when a group performed 
the drama, Jesus B. C. I heard later 
that reactions to the play had been 
very mixed, that some people felt the 
portrayal of the three Persons of the 
Trinity had bordered on blasphemy. 
But I was very moved as the truth hit 
home concerning what Jesus had left, 
what he had risked, and what he had 
suffered for a very unworthy people. 
"Word becoming flesh" is what the 
missionary task is all about. The Word 
did not become religion or doctrine 
or polity or a cultural value system. 
The Word was embodied in and rep-
resented by a person. This is an enor-
mous challenge for Christian witness 
anywhere ("don't do what T do; rather, 
do what I say" has no integrity even at 
home). But it is especially true for 
cross-cultural missions. Jesus came to 
this earth f rom the culture of the 
Kingdom of God. He was a true and 
unadu l t e r a t ed inca rna t ion of the 
gospel. When we cross cultures as 
God's messengers and ambassadors, 
we carry with us much more than a 
bare-bones gospel. We do not do it 
in tent ional ly or mal ic iously . The 
absorption of cultural learning takes 
place so naturally and unconsciously 
that we often don't even realize how 
much cultural flesh we carry. 
The quandary persists when we 
realize that we can never separate our-
selves from our flesh—nor should we 
attempt to. Jesus put on flesh in order 
to make important connections with 
us humans. Like Jesus did, we need to 
accept in humility and submission to 
God the burden, the risks, and the lim-
itations of our humanity. But we also 
need to be to be dying to that flesh as 
we walk with the Spirit. As we cross 
cultures, that dying must include 
active and humble dialogue and rela-
tionship with persons who embody a 
very different set of cultural values— 
some very jarring to our accustomed 
patterns of life. And hard as it is, we 
need to continually ask, "What do you 
see in my life that does not mesh with 
what we know from the Bible about 
Kingdom values?" An honest response 
to that question presupposes a deep 
and trusting relationship with the per-
son whom we ask. It also presuppos-
es a life of honesty, vulnerability, and 
humility. Of course, realizing and 
acknowledging the incongruencies is 
only the first step. Putting them to 
death and putting on the practice of 
Kingdom values must follow. It's a 
lifelong process, often very painful. 
Does the church growth movement 
here risk a danger of making the 
gospel as palatable as possible for our 
Like Jesus did, 
we need to accept 
in humility and 
submission to 
God the burden, 
the risks, and the 
limitations of our 
humanity. 
society in order to increase the num-
bers of Christians? So too an increas-
ing number of missionaries and mis-
siologists are experimenting with cul-
turally palatable expressions of Chris-
tianity in other societies: "Christian 
Hindus" in India or "Jesus mosques" 
in Muslim Benin. But do these meth-
ods birth faithful disciples who fol-
low the lordship of Jesus Christ, or 
do they simply make it easier to live 
as a Christian within the value sys-
tem of the society? Jesus was able to 
live within a society without becom-
ing the embodiment of that society's 
values. He proclaimed the gospel 
faithfully with his words and with his 
life. He accepted the risks, the pain, 
the separation f rom God, even the 
death. He knew that it all had redemp-
tive value. 
One hundred years ago, the first 
five Brethren in Christ cross-cultural 
missionaries were on their way to 
Africa. They did not go for adventure 
or for profit or for the esteem of their 
Christian brothers and sisters. They 
went at enormous risk and personal 
cost. They went, like Abram did, not 
knowing where they would end up. 
They went because God had called 
them to the task of sharing the gospel 
beyond the boundaries of their own 
society. Today's missionaries receive 
much more preparation and know a 
whole lot more about the societies and 
peoples to which they go. But the sep-
arations are just as painful and the 
risks just as real. ( The recent death of 
Tim, Sandi, and Jake Cober and a 
Botswanan pastor in a road accident 
has shaken us all .) Sti l l they go 
because, despite the progress in pre-
senting the gospel message by radio, 
television and Internet communica-
tion, the human connection, the testi-
mony of a life lived in increasing 
faithfulness to Kingdom values and 
in deepening relationship with God's 
people remains powerfu l beyond 
compare. 
Rejoicing in Emmanuel, 
Onesimus 
This is the last column for Onesimus 
XV, whose identity will be revealed in the 
January issue. 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. Letters to 
Onesimus may be published unless they are 
marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
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Contentment 
Z>.v Philip D. Keefer 
A man from Texas said he came from 
the greatest state in the world—the state 
of contentment. Paul wrote to the Philip-
pians, "I know how to live on almost 
nothing or with everything. I have learned 
the secret of living in every situation, 
whether it is with a full stomach or empty, 
with plenty or little" (Philippians 4:12 
NLT). 
The Reader's Digest dictionary defines 
contentment: "Not inclined to complain 
or desire something else; submissive to 
circumstances; resigned, accepting. " Ron 
Blue writes, "We are discontented be-
cause we are selfish. A selfish person 
p laced in an e n v i r o n m e n t of a lmos t 
unlimited opportunity to be selfish (our 
country or any shopping mall) will react 
with greed." Greed and selfishness go 
hand-in-hand and are enemies of content-
ment. The world in which we live encour-
ages discontentment; it calls us to live a 
selfish, and consumptive life style. 
How do we achieve contentment? It 
is not achieved by exchanging places with 
someone else. Randy (not his real name) 
had a net worth of over $7,000,000. Peo-
ple looked at Randy and his accumulation 
of wealth with envy and covetousness. 
However, the first contact Randy's wife 
had with a pastor was to ask him to come 
immediately because Randy was threat-
ening suicide. Randy's life was driven by 
greed and selfishness to such an extent 
that he threw all caution to the wind. He 
was on the verge of losing it all. The only 
out, Randy thought, was suicide. Con-
tentment is not acquired in exchanging 
places with a wealthy person. 
Contentment is not the product of a 
fatalistic attitude. Fatalism says that all 
things and events are predetermined and 
therefore, are unalterable. Paul did not 
teach that concept nor did he live it. In 
1 Corinthians 7:21 he writes, "Are you a 
slave? Don't let that worry you—but if 
you get a chance to be free, take it" 
(NLT). Paul also said, "...I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a message from Satan 
to torment me and keep me from getting 
proud. Three different times I begged the 
Lord to take it away" (2 Corinthians 12:7-
8, NLT). Paul's teaching embodies a ten-
sion between contentment and desire for 
improvement. 
On the other hand, contentment is 
achieved by having a right view of life's 
circumstances. A right view of circum-
stances has a great deal to do with under-
standing God's sovereignty. When a situ-
ation is seen as being under the control of 
God who loves us and has our best inter-
ests in mind, then we can become content. 
I owned my first car and only had it for 
three days when it was driven into an 
immovable three-foot thick, f ive-foot 
high, solid stone wall. My dad ' s first 
words were, "Son, this can make you bit-
ter or better: it 's up to you." The only 
way the situation could make me better 
was to consider it in the context of God's 
sovereignty in my life. 
Paul writes in Romans 8:28-29, "And 
we know that God causes everything to 
work together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according to his 
purpose for them. For God knew his peo-
ple in advance, and he chose them to 
become like his Son, so that his Son 
would be the firstborn, with many broth-
ers and sisters" (NLT). 
In essence Paul is saying, everything 
which comes into our lives is under God's 
divine control; i t 's filtered through the 
hands of a father who loves us. Jesus says, 
"God blesses those who are persecuted 
because they live for God, for the King-
dom of Heaven is theirs" (Matthew 5:10, 
NLT). Being blessed by God means to 
experience hope and joy in Christ, inde-
pendent of outward circumstances. James 
writes, "Dear brothers and sisters, when-
ever trouble comes your way, let it be an 
opportunity for joy. For when your faith is 
tested, your endurance has a chance to 
grow. So let it grow, for when your 
endurance is fully developed, you will be 
strong in character and ready for any-
thing" (1:2-4, NLT). 
Contentment does not come to us as 
s t anda rd e q u i p m e n t , it n e e d s to be 
learned. Paul wrote, "I have learned the 
secret . . ." Paul could be contented be-
cause he saw life from God ' s point of 
view. He focused on what he was sup-
posed to do and not on what he thought he 
should have. Paul detached himself from 
the non-essential in order to focus on the 
essential. Paul learned how to concentrate 
on the eternal as opposed to the temporal. 
Achieving 250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations will require con-
tentment. It will necessitate that spiritual 
needs and values become primary, and 
fleshly desires for more and better pos-
sessions become secondary. 
Each of us has the opportunity to give 
generously to the support of our mission 
of 250 Growing, Discipling, Sending 
Congregations by A.D. 2000. You can 
participate by giving to your congrega-
tion when they have included Cooperative 
Ministries in their congregational budget. 
You can send direct contr ibut ions to 
Cooperative Ministries: Brethren in Christ 
Church, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, PA 
17027-0290 or Canadian Stewardship 
Office, 36 Drew Street, Welland, Ontario 
L3C SH7. It will take contentment and 
sacrificial giving to achieve our mission. 
Can you say with Paul, "I know how 
to live on almost nothing or with every-
thing. I have learned the secret of living in 
every situation, whether it is with a full 
stomach or empty, with plenty or little"? 
Your response reflects your perspective, 
your priorities, and your source of power. 
Philip D. Keefer 
is Director of Stew-
ardship for the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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EDITORIAL 
From the staff of the 
Evangelical Visitor; 
Evangel Press, and the 
Christian Light Bookstores, 
and the members of the 
Board for Media Ministries-
ourfervent hope that the 
grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ will dwell in you 
richly as we together 
celebrate his birth. 
Pontius' 
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If you know me, you know my Father 
It was the third visit his parents had made in three years, traveling from 
a nearby state to spend time with their children and grandchildren. During 
those earlier trips, they had been introduced in the local congregation. But 
the new pastor didn't know that when he met them in the narthex prior to 
the Wednesday night Bible study. 
After the opening hymns, the pastor mentioned there were guests pres-
ent, and invited the son to say a few words of introduction. Taken by sur-
prise—and struck by an impulse to try a bit of humor—he stood and sim-
ply said, "If you know me, you know my parents." As he sat down, there 
were some smiles and a few chuckles in the assembly. 
While not a typical introduction, there is some truth in the idea that "If 
you know me, you know my parents." I am becoming increasingly aware 
of the similarities between myself and my parents (and between my chil-
dren and me). I can see where I inherited many of my attitudes, values, 
abilities, even hobbies and preferences in food. (And I am aware of the 
likelihood of passing them on to the next generation.) 
"If you know me, you know my parents." That whimsical introduction 
had a certain biblical ring. Checking it out as a possible editorial idea, I 
found the reference in John 14:9. Philip had asked Jesus to reveal God to 
the disciples. Jesus replied, "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have 
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father." 
The author of the book of Hebrews used some theological terms to say 
essentially the same thing. "In the past God spoke to our forefathers 
through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son...the radiance of God's glory and the 
exact representation of his being" (Heb. 1:1-3). 
Here is the central focus of Christmas. This baby, sleeping on the hay in 
the stable (didn't he ever cry?), this young carpenter in Joseph's shop in 
Nazareth, this teacher and healer who walked the dusty roads of Pales-
tine—this is God, the Lord of the universe, who in the Incarnation entered 
into the human experience. What a mystery! What a miracle! What a mes-
sage! 
As we enjoy Christmas festivities with family and friends, let us keep 
central in our thoughts the name given to that child—Immanuel, "God with 
us." Especially as we come in contact with persons who have not yet 
accepted Christ as Lord, let us share with others that name and its mean-
ing. For the Lord truly has come! Let earth receive her King. Let us pray 
that every heart will prepare him room, while heaven and nature sings. 
"If you know me, you know my parents." One more thought to ponder. 
In Romans 8, Paul wrote about believers being "conformed" to the likeness 
of Jesus Christ. In your actions, attitudes and system of values, how much 
do you resemble Christ the Lord? Is it likely that anyone watching or lis-
tening to you would notice a family likeness to Jesus? (That's one of the 
reasons the Holy Spirit has been given to the believer.) Just thought I'd ask. 
G 
AS THE YEAR-END REQUESTS ROLL IN 
December 1997 
Adapted slightly from the editorial in the Evangelical Visitor of Dec. 10, 1982. 
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Pero el angel les dijo: No temais; 
porque he aquf os doy nuevas de gran 
gozo, que sera para todo el pueblo: que 
os ha nacido hoy, en la ciudad de 
David, un Salvador, que es CRISTO el 
Senor. Esto os servira de senal: Hallareis 
al nino envuelto en panales, acostado 
en un pesebre. Y repentinamente 
aparecio con el angel una multitud de 
las huestes celestiales, que alababan a 
Dios, y decian: 
iGloria a Dios en las alturas, Y en 
la tierra paz, buena voluntad para 
con los hombres! 
(S. Lucas 2:10-14) 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 500 per copy 
for returned magazines... 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
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